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Ordered, 


T” Hat the thanks of this Hauſe be given to Mr. Bix-.. 
. ter for hu great pains in carrying on the. work- of 
Preaching agd Prayer, before the Honſe at. Saint: ' 
Marpgarets Weltminſter yeſterday, bring ſet apart by this . 
Houſe for:& day;of - Faſting and Humiliation, - And tht 
| bebe deſired to: Print bis. Sermon, andis to have the ſame-« 
' + Privi in Printing the ſame., thet others bave hat.; 
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7 Hillel was lately turnimgup Si. 
the rubbi(h of my old Pa= Ul 
ST WS: p75, 1 found this Siinan A 

« inthe bottom, which I bad quite forgot=  _ 

ten that I kept, but thought it had been W- 
caſt away nwith many hundred others. 
Much of the laſt ſheet was added tothe 

Sermon after I came from you ; and Ire= Il | 
member that when I intended to ſend you 
' this Sermon as my farewel, I durſt not then 
- have ſo much converſe with you, for your ; 

\ own ſakes, leſt it ſhould raiſe more enmi= i 3 
[ 


ty againſt you, and your diſpleaſing cir= Ml © 
' cumtances of religious prattice, ſhould be = W. 
| ſaid to come from my continued Counſels _W- 
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© T bavelately taken my farmel of the 
World, im Book mwbich 1 called. My 
Thoughts: - My. pain of Bo- 


_Dyain 
rows ebility 1ncreaſing,. and. my -Eleſb 
being grown tome more grievous than all 
my enemies or outward troubles, I re= 
membred the venefit 1 often recerved ap= 
pon your Prayers; and craving the con= 
© ginuance of them till you hear of my dif= 
© ſolution , theremith I ſend this, as my. 
ſpecial faremel to your ſelves, 'imbom T- - 
am bound to remember with more than © 
ordinary Love and Thankfulneſs, while 


I. am 


Richard Baxter, 


| John 16. 22. To, 
And ye now therefore have ſorrow ;* but I will fee you 
' + again, and your. heart ſhall rejoyce, and your joy 10. 
man taketh from you, k 


"My 4 arly beloved in our deareſt Lord, 
:  Wilkfo fagconſent to your troubled thoughts of this unwel- 


.- come day as.to-confefs that tome as well as you, it ſomewhar 
. reſembleth the day of:death, 1. Death is the ſeparation of 
. the deareſt conſorts,Soul and Body : And how near the Uni- 
| on is þetwixt us,'both that of Relation, and that of AﬀeFtion, which 
| muſt admie ghisday of ſome kind of diflolution, I will rather tell ro 
- ſtrangers thenita you. 2, Death' is unwelcom both to Souland Body 
. oE itſelt'; (though it deſtroy not the'Soul it doth the body.) So dear 
| keen nonret {5 not willingly. Your hearts and Mine are here fo 
over forward in the application, that words may be well ſpared 
whereſenſe hath taken fo deep poſſeſſion. 3. Death is the end of 4u- 
Rane converſe here on earth. 'We' niuſt ſeeand talk with our friends 
here no-more. And this our ſeparatior- is like to end that converſe 
berween-you and me, which tormerly we have had in the duties of 
- our- Relations. We. muſt no.'more go up together as former- 
ly-to' the houſe of God ; I muſt no more ſpeak to you publickly 
in his name, nor ſolace my own ſoul in opening to. you the Goſpel 
of Salvation; :nor jn the mention of his Covenant, his Grace, or 
Kingdum : Thoſe Souls that have not been convinced and'Con-" 
verted, are never like: to hear more from we, | for their conviction * 
or converſion.l have finiſhed all the inftruf&tion,reprovf,cxhortation : | 
and-perſwaſton, which ever I muſt aſe in order ro*their ſalvation. 
I muſt ſpeak , here no . more to inform the ignorant, to reform the”. 
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wicked!.to reduce the erfonevus, to ſearch the hypocrite; to. bum? | 


+ 


Ble the proud, to bow the obſtinare"or 'to bring che worldly, the 
impenitent. and ungodly to the knowledge of the world, them- 
ſelves and God. I muſt fpeak no more to'ftrengthen the weak, to- 
comfort the afflicted, nor to build you up in faith and holineſs. Our 
day is paſt, our night is come-when we cannot work as formerly 
we have done ! My opportunities here are at an end; 4 Death is: 
the end of earthly comforts : And our ſeparation islike to: be the 
end of that comfortablecommunion, which God for many years 
hath granted us. Our publick and private communion hath been 
ſweet to us: 'The Lord hath been our Paſtour, and hath not ſuffers 
ed us to want: He made us lye down in h is pleafant paſtures, and 
bath led us by the filent ſtreams !. Pſal.'23. 1,2. He reſtoredour 
Souls,and his yery Rod and Sraff did comfort us..Bur his ſmiting & 
ſcattering time is come. Theſe pleaſures now are at an end. 5. Death 
is the end of humane /ah2urs : There is no plowing or ſowiag, 
no building or planting in the grave. And fo doth our Separation 
end the-works of our mutual relation inthis -place. 6 Death'is the 
effect of painful ſickneſs, and uſually of the folly, intemperance or 
overſight of our ſelyes. And,. though our conſcience reproach us 
not with groſs unfaithfulneſs, yet are our failings ſo many; and fo: 
great, as force us to juſtify the ſeverity of our father, and to confeſs 
that we deſerve this. rod. Fhough |we have been cenſured by the: 
world.as being over ſtrift,and doing'too much for the ſaving of our 
own and others Souls,yet it is another kind of cbarge that conſcience 
bath againlt us: How carneſtly do we now wiſh that we had dorie- 
much more ?-rhat I had preached more fervently, & you had heard 
more diligently, and we had - all obeyed God more ſtrialy, and: 
done more, for the Souls of the ignorant,. careleſs, hardened finners: 
that were among us|?” It is juſt with God that fo dull a-preacher 
. ſhould bepur to ſilence, that could ever: ſpeak without tears-and 
fervent importunity, to impenitent {inners, when he knew that it - 
was for no leſs than the ſaving of their Souls, and foreſaw the joys 
which they would lofe, and the torment which they muſt endure,if- 
they. repented nor.. With what ſhame & ſorrow do I now Jook back 
upon the cold and. lifeleſs Sermons | which [I prezched ? and upen' 
thoſe years-negleCt of the duty of private inftrufing of your fa-' 
milies, before we ſer uponit orderly and conſtantly ? Our deſtru@;. 
on is-of our ſelves ! Oar undervaluings and neglects have forfeited 

- or opportuuities, As good Melanithon was wont to ſay, In uxineri- 
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. - bas noftris propr ; a8noſcimus pernas; The arrow that-woundeth 6 Wi 


was fcathe m our own wings. 7,Death uſeth to pu ſiſrviving 
friends into,a dark and mourning habit. Their lamentations are the 
.chief part of funeral Solemnities, Andin this alſo we have out part : 
'The compaſſion of condolers is greater than we defire, For fortow 


15 apt to grow unruly, and exceed its bounds,and bring on more ſuf- 


ferings by lamenting one ; and alfo to look too pauch at the inftru- 
ments, and to be-more offended at them than ar our fins. $. But 
Death is the end of alt the living. The -mourners alſo muſt come 
after us:. And, alas, how ſoon ! It maketh our fall more grievous 
to us, to foreſee how many muſt ere long come down! How many 
hundred Paſtors muſt ſhortly be ſeparated from their flocks. If 
there were no Epideicmal malady to deſtroy us, our Miniſtry hath 
its mortalicy, Your Fathers where are they? and the prophets, do 
they live for ever? Zech, 1.5. This made usthe more importunate 
with you, in our Miniſtry, becauſe we knew that we muſt preach 
to you, and pray with you, and inftru& you, and watch oyer you, 
but a little while. "Though we knew not what inſtrument death 
would uſe,we knew our final day was coming when we muſt preach 
and exhort and pray our laſt with you ! we knew that ic behov- 
ed us to work while it was day, (and O that we had done it ber- 
ter ! ) becauſe the night was c_— when none could work, Fob. 
. 4+ 9. And as at 18 appointed to all men once to die, ſo after death 
there tolloweth Judgment. And we alſo have our further judgment 
to undergo. We muſt expect our hour of rempration-: We muſt be 
judged by men, as well as chaſtened by God : We muſt prepare 
to bear the reproach and flanders of malicious tongues, and the un- 
righteous cenfures of .thoſe that know us not, and of thoſe who 
think it their intereſf to condemn us.. And we muſt alfo call our 
| ſelves to judgment ; Weare like to have unwelcom leifure, to 


review the daies and duties which are paſt! It will then be time | 


© for usto call our ſelves to account of our preaching and ſtudies, and 
other miniſterial works, and to ſentence our labours'and our lives : 
And it will be time for you to call your ſelves to account of your 
hearing and profiting, and roask, How have we uſed the mercies 


which are taken from us? Yea God himſelf will judge us according - 


to our works! He will not juſtifie us, if we have been un- 
faithful in our Little, and have been fuch as Satan and his inſtru- 
ments, the accuſers of the Brethren, do repost us. But, if we' have 
been faithful. we may expect his _ juſtification. 1 By pardom 

Tz he 


| f 
% 


 fGiewill ruſtify us from-our fins,.2.. B eq 
_ he will juſtily ys againſt the falſe , accuſations of ouremmies. Anti 
that's enough. -How.ſmalt a thing ſhould 1c-ſeem to-us, to be judg- 
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2. By Ples and righteous ſentence. - 
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ed of man, who muſt ſtand; oy fall tothe final ſentence vf the: Al- 
mighty God ? 10. The ſeparated Soul and Body doretain'their Re- 
lations,and the Squl its-inclination to a re-unjon with its Body. And 
though our neareſt obligations may be now. diſfolved, and the ex- 


[7 


, erciſe of our. communion hindered, yer I know we ſhall never for- 


get cach other, nor-ſhall rhe bond of Love:which Jottrunite us, be 
ever looſed and made void. And | fo much ' of our Relation hall 
flilf continue, as is intimated in thoſe texts. 1 Cor, 4. 15, 16,12, 
14. Phil. 4. 1,6c. 11. And the power of Death, will not be e- 
verlafting.: A Reſurre&tion and reunion there will be at laſt. - But 
whether.inrchis Forld I cannot propheſy. Iam apter think that 
molt of us mult die in; the wildemnes ;-and that. our: night: muſt bear * 
ſome proportion With our day. But things: unrevealed belong only 
unto God. It ſufficeth me to: be ſure ofthis, that as our. kingdom 
ſoour comforts are not of this. world,: and that as Chriſt fo his ſer- 
vants under him, may-ſay,:Behold, Eand che'Children-which God 
hath given me, Heb.2..1.3.:and that we ſhall:preſent you as chaſt - 
Virgins unto Chriſt, :2. Cor.11:2.' And therefore 28 have" preached, - 
taught' and warned , that: we might: preſent - you' perfer? "in 
Chriſt. Feſur. Col. 1. 28, For: what is our hope, or joy; or Crown 
of rejoycing ? are not even ye in the preſence of our”. Lord Teſui 
Chriſt at bisGomng? Eor ye are onr glory and our joy, 1 Fhellalowians 
_ Bur yer- the Reſemblance between Death and this our ſeparati- 
on, holdeth not in all things. x. It is-not I nor any Paſteur; that is 
the Churches Soul or life;.'Thisis the honour of Chriſt the Head: 
Being planted-into -him you may- live,though all-his Miniſters were - 
dead,.or all yaur /Teachers driven into corners. 2.” Fhe eoiitinuance = 
of your Church-ſtate dependeth not or-the continuance of any' one 
ſngle Paſtour whatſoever. God can provide yow'others to ſucceed 
us, that may do his work for you-more-ſuccefsfififfywhan we. . And 
could I but hope that they ſhould be as able,and. holy,and diligent, 
as I deſire, haw little ſhould-I partake with you in this daies for- 


rows ?' Had Inot given, you theſe exceprions, - malicious rongues 
. would have reported-that I made my ſelf your: Lafe or Soul; and take 


the Churches to be all dead: when ſaciy as-Þare'{iiencedand caſt our:- 
Buc.I remember, Pſalc.1 2.. - 4 | ' T Ly F: 2 3 of 4d is} 
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-- Though whit Thave ſaid, and whatgrou feel, may make yo 


chink; char a funeral Sermon is moſt ſeaſonable'on ſucha day, yer I 


' have rather choſento preach to you the dodtrine of Rejoycing; be: 
cauſe you ſorrow not as men that have no: hope : and'becauſe I muſt 
conſider what tendeth/moſt ro your ffrength 8&ſtedfaſtneſs;And that 
you. may ſee herein,l imitate our Lord, I havechoſen his words, to 
his?troubled Diſciples, before his departure from them, Fob, 16. 

' 22. And, though I make no queſtion bur'it will be faid with ſcorn, 
| hatthus I make my ſelf as Chriſt, 8& that 1 ſeditiouſly encourape you 

| bythe expectarions'of my reſtitution, yet will I nor thereforeforbear 
; touſe my Saviours Confolatory words; But will 'remember to 
| whomand on what occaſion he ſaid, Every plant which my hea- 
| wenly Father hath not planted ſhall be rooted up : Let them” almne 
| they be blind leaders of the blind : and if the blind lead the blmd, both 
. | -foall ſell into the ditch, Math, 15,13, 14. bo LG 
| "The words are Chriſts Comforts to his Orphane, Sorrowful Dif: 

ciples, expreſling firſt their preſent Condition, and' that which they 
| were how to taſtof, and ſecondly their future ſtate :: Their preſent 
| Caſes aſtate of ſorrow, becauſe that Chriſt muſt be taken from 
them : "Their future. caſe,\ will be a ſtate of joy, which is expreſſed: 
I. In the futurity 4 the cauſe [| But I will ſee you again. | 2. In the 
promiſe of the. effect :*[ and your heart ſhall rejoice®| 2. In the dura- 
| fidn and invincib-lity of it ** [ and your joy no man taketh.from you} 
| -or | ſball rake from you. )-He had heface” likened their forrows on 
this occaſion, to the pains of a woman in her Child-bearing, 

| which 1s bur ſhort and endeth in joy. And: in relation to that ſimi- © 
| lirude, the Syriack tranſlateth aunlw (" cheſs Jand' the Perfian 
tranſlatertir [ Calamity ] ſome--expoſitors limit *the cauſe of their 

| ſorrows, to the abſence of Chriſt, or that death of his, which will 
| for a time both ſhake their faith, and*aſtoniſh rheir hopes, and' de- 

privethem of their former comforts : . And others linft the word - 
_ | [therefore] to the following Crofſes or ſuffermps'which rhey 
' mult undergoe for the fake of: Chriſt: And accordingly they inter- 
| pret:thecanſe of their ſucceeding Joy, But. I-ſee riofreaſon but both 
are included in the Text; bur principally thefFF, and the other 
| conſequently. - As: it he had faid [| When you ſee me Crucihed 
' your hearts and-hopes will: begin to fail; and ſorrow to overwhelm 
your-minds, and you will þe expoſed to the' fliry of the unbelieving 
- Warld;but:it will be bat for'a mornent : * for 'when you ſte that] 
am-rifeg:again your Joy Will be revived; an+my” Spifik Hterwatds, 
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and continual encouragegenits ſhall grearly-wereaſe and perpetuate 

your Joys, which no prcknaind jt brings thall deprive you © 
of, but they (hall ar laſt be perfected in the heavenly everlaſting 
Joys.” The cauſe of their ſorrow is firſ# bis abſence, and next 
their [ufferings with him in the Woxld.when the bridegroom is taken 
from them they muſt faſt; that is, live an afflited kind of life, in 
various forrows : And the cauſes of their ſucceeding Joy, are firſt, 
his Reſarrefion, and next his Spirit which is their comforter, and 
laſtly, the preſence of his Glory at their reception into hjs glorious 
Kingdom. "Their ſorrow was to be ſhort as that of a woman in 
Travail, and it was to have a tendency to their Joy. And: their 
| Joy was to be ſure and near, [| 1 will ſee you again } and great 
[your _ ſhall rejoice ] and everlaſting [| your j0y na man taketb 

07723 Joh. | ; _ I 

F The ſenſe of the Text 18 contained in theſe ſix NoQranal propo- 
t10Nns. | , ES Uhe L254 | 

Do&. I. Sorrow goeth before joy with Chrifts Diſciples. 

Dodt. 2. Chriſts death and departure was the cauſe of bis Diſciples 

Sorrows. Ed ao Wo | . | 

: Do&t. 3. The Sorrows of Ghriſts Diſciples are but ſhort : It is. bue 
. Now. }] | | | MY 

| DoRt. 4 Chuft will again viſit bu Sorrowful Diſciples; though 

- atthe preſent he ſeem to be taken from them. TAG 

od. 5. When Chriſt returnech or appeareth to bis Diſciples, their 

'ferrows will - turned into joy. - © 6; 

Dot, 6. 'The joy of Chriſtians tn the return or reappearing of thei 
Lord, is ſuch as bh foors mn from them, Ow if 
\ Of theſe by Gads ailiſtance, I ſhall ſpeak in order, and therefore 
be but ſhort on each. | - wo 

Doct. 1. Sorrow goeth before joy with, Chriſts diſciples, | 

The evening and the mo;ning make their day, They muſt ſow 
in tears before they reap in joy ; They muſt have trouble in the 
World,and peace in Chriſt. God will firſt dwell in the coptrite heart 
fo prepare it to, dwell: with him in glory. "The pains of travail 
muſt go before the joy of the beloyed birth, OD 

Qu. what kind of ſorrow is it that goeth before our joy, . 

Anſ. 1. There is a ſorrow poſazvuely ſinful, which doth ( bur 
ſhould not ) go before-our joy. *Thoug i” be not meant( diret- 
ly )1nthe text, yet is it too conſtant a foregoer of our comforts. 
It is not the joys of Innocency that are our portion, butthe joys of 
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| dealings of nien ; at the words- or doings of enemies, of friends, of 


| and whenwehave ir, it becomes our greater grief: nothing well 


Ld} 


pleaſed in the pleaſing of hime 


' unkind ; we double the 'weight of the Croſs by our impatiency. 


| morally good or bad: As to be weary with our labour, to be 


and at laſt to: undergo. it, and lie down in the duſt, There are ma- 
ny ſorrows which are the fruits of lin, which yerin themſelves are 


' havea tendency to our cure,if we uſe them according to his appoint- 


- neither fin nor duty, 


| heal che Soul. He lanceth the fore: to let out the corruption : 


we mult be. /ubje to-a-chaſtening Father if we will /zve. For he 
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Reftoration':' And the pains of our diſeaſe go before the eaſe 
and-comfort of our recovery : we have our worldly ſorrows, and 
our paſſionate and pieviſh ' ſorrows ; hike Fonas's for the withering 
of his gourd. Accarding to rhe degree of our remaining corruption, 
we have our ſorrows,which muft be ſorrowed for again, Sometimes 
we are troubled ar the providences of God, and ſometimes at. the 


all aboutus : we are grieved if we have not what we would have, 


pleaſeth us, till we ſo devote our ſelves topleaſe our God, as to be 
. .. ; 

2. And we have ourforrows which are ſinful through our weak- 
1eſs 8 imperſeFion when — the languiſhing feebleneſs of our 
Souls, we are. overmuch troubled at that which we may lawfully 
forrow for with moderation. When impatience cauſerh us to make 
a greater matter of our afflitions than we ought. If God do but 
try us with wants: or Croſſes; if we loſe our friends,or if they prove - 


This cometh from the remnants of unmortified. /e/fiſhneſs, carnality 
and overloving earthly things. Were they leſs loved, they would 
be leſs forrowed for. If we had ſeen their vanity and mortification 
bad! made them nothing / to us, we ſhould then pare with thers . 
as wich wanity andenthing. Fs ſeldom that God or men afflit us, 
but we: therefore affi& our ſelves much more. As the deſtruction 
of the wicked, fo the troubles.of the godly is chiefly of themſelves. 


' 3. There is a »1:er natural ſiffering or ſorrow,which is neither 


pained with our diſeaſes ; to be /en/ible of hunger and thirſt, of cold 
and heat ; tobe. averſe to death as'death (as Chriſt himſelf was ; ) 


» » 


% 


4. There are caftigatory ſerrews from the hand of God, which 


ment; Such are all the foreſaid natural] ſufferings, conſidered as Gods 
means and-inftruments of: our benehr. He woundeth the Body to 


He letteth us blood to cure our Inflimations and Apoſtemated 


parts. Hs «baſteneth all that he [werh and receiverh ; and Heb. 1 2. from 


Ve I, to 14” 


| doth 


> 5 8 
NT 


I 


doth it for our profit, that we may.be:partakers of bis bolineſc- o* 1 
5. There $. HM and att no din no rare 
 Ticious. wicked men, for the cauſe of Chriſt and righteouſneſs. Such. 
- 'a$ the Goſpel frequently warneth þelievers to expgt. Theſe are the: 
forrows that have the promiſes of ujleſt joy. Not that the meer ſufe- 
fering in itſelf is acceptable 79 God, But the Love whick-is:manifeſt- - 
ed by ſuftering for him, is.that which he cannot but accepr; So- 
that the ſame meaſure of ſufferings are more/or lefs-aceptable, as 
rnere 18 more orleſs Love to'God! exprefled by them ! andas- the 
honor of Chriſt 15. more ar leſs. intended in them. For+to give the 
1 Cor. 13.3, body to be burned, without Love, will profit. us nothing... But 
when the cauſe is Chriſts; and the -Heart--intendeth. him-as the end 
Matth. 5. 10, of the ſuffering, then, Bleſſed ere they which are; perſecuted for rig b- 
oh a teouſneſs ſake, for zheirs is the Kingdoms of. heawen,Se,_ > + 
| 6, There are penitential and medicinal ſufferings, tor the killing' 
of {in,and helping on-the work of grace, which are:made our duty. 
In the former we are to be but ſubmiſſive; patients ; butinitheſe. we: . 
muſt be obedient agents, and muſt znflift;thern on/ous ſelves... Such: 
are the ſ5rrows of contrition and true repentance.:'Fhe:exerciſes.of 
faſting, abſtinence and humiliation. 'The:grief of the Soubfor Gods: 
- diſpleaſure, for the hiding of his face, and the abatement ob his. 
graces.in us. And all the works of mortifying, ſelf-denyal (and for- 
bearing all forbidden pleaſures) which: God:doth ealkbis' ſervants wo: 
Though in the Primjtive and Priwejpal part 'ofdHolynels, | rhere is 
nothing but what is ſweet and pleaſant-toacSoul;fo far as/it is holy : 
(. As the Love of God and the Loye'of others, and-worſhipping God 
be ard doing good, and joy, and thanks, and.praiſe,and obedience, @c.) 
-M Yet the Medicinal parts of grace,ar. bolineſs have ſomething; necel(- 
4 farily inchem that is þirter, eyen: to nature as nature, and not- only: | 
as corrupt, ſuch as are contrition; ſelf-denyal;: movtifieazion,: abſt1+ 
nence, as aforeſaid, "0% £44.00 Mnþ\ 263 I's O09 OW 277 L. 
- 7, There are Charitable ſorrows for the diſkonourof God; and. 
for the {in and hurt-and\nvſeries of orhers:* Theſe atfo are our Du: 
2485 and we.muſt be Agents in theovias, well -as Patients. : As we' 
roulſt brit pray for the ;Hallowingrof tbe: name of God, ia#id the domr-" 
ing of bi kingdom,| and the doing "of his-will, on earth as it ts done in” 
heawin ! So wermuſt-moſt grieve! for. the abuſe & diſhonor of Gods 
narr.e,the hindering of bis Kingdom, and the breaking of his Laws, 
that ſo many Nations ſee not the. Peril,and know not God.and have 
nor the Goſpel or-wilt-gor- receive! ir; /bur;live in cebeilion-agsinſt 
| | ter 
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their maker,:and in blindneſs; obſtinacy and:'kurdneſs of heart; and. Eph.4.18,19. 
- | .-. Aregiven up to;commituncleanneſs:with greedineſs : that ſo many* 


nations which are called Chriſtians, are captivataitin-ignorince;and> 


feſſing Chriſtianity have. (@ little -of the knowledge, or power of: 
what © they generally. and; ignorently.:profeſs; and; live: tothe: 


ſhame' of their, profefſion, ithe' great diſhonaur: and diſpleaſure, of 


their Lord, and the grief ox hardening!ef otbers-;, chat the Church: 
of Chriſt is broken into ſo many ſes and: fractioris, poſiefled with: 
ſuch an uncharitable deſtcoying zeal.againſt each other, and perſe- 
curing their Bretþyen, as cruelly - as Turks and. Heathens do ! that 
the beſt 'of Chriſtians are ſo fey; and-: yer ſo weakiand lyable to mil 

carriages ; All thee are the matter of that ſorrow which God" hath» 
made our duty, And all thefe-ſorts.of forrow do go beforea Chriſti- 
| vjll have ſome conformity between the order of 
Nature and. of Grace.: Nonrentity was, before created entity : The 

evening before the mornings. Infancy; before maturity of age: weak-. 
neſs =. Jn ſtrengrh;;:T'he buried feed, before: the-planr, the flower 


Rea. .1. God w) 


" and fruit: And infants.cry beforethey laugh 3 weakneſs is ſoon 


oy 


hurt, and very querulous:! No wonderthen if our ſorrows go be- 
fot ce our Joys. ES, 8-1 > 


: ſuperſtition, by the blindnebs, - prides: carnalny and ' coverouſnels. 
of their uſurping, ſelf-obtruding Guides, That ſo, many men pro-: 


.2, Sin greth before grate,! and therefore our ſorrows are before 


our joys... The ſeed-is firft frunfyl which. was ficſt ſown. Joy in- 
deed hath the elder Parent» eſſe:reali &- abſoluto,but not in efſe cau- 
ſali &> relatizo. 'We are: the Children of the firſt Adam, betore we 
are Childrenof the; ſecond z we are born fleſh of fleſh, before we 
are born Spiritual of the Spirit. And where Satan goeth: before Chriſt 
it is cqual;thar ſorrow-be before joy. |; 11 5 5h 1-7 

- 3- Our gracious Father #nd wiſe Phyhcian, - doth .ſee that this 
15 the fitreſt\ method for our-cure.. T'bat we: may deny our ſelves, 


I Cor, 15. ©. 


John 3. 6« 


- 
4 


we muſt know hoy little: weare betioidentorour felves;. and muſt . 


ſmart by the fruit of our {in.,and | folly before we are caſed by the 
fruit of Love & grace.lt. is the:property of. the fleſh tojudg by /enſe, 
and therefore ſenſe ſh-li ;help--ro :mortify - it. The frowns of the 
World ſball bean antidgte;againlt .its flarteries-Jt killerh by Plea/mg 
and therefore it may. help/our cure by diſplcafing us. ' Loving [tan 
mens undaing;and buriing. us 15 the way to keep w'fiom overloving 
it. Theſe wholſom ſorrows do greatly diſable-our moſt dangerous 
_ * ; C F 


ES temptations , 


% 


. l TOV. 7-223 


| Rev. 
Lnke 14. 28, 


. _ will like it beft when! it workerty in'rhit way,” as uſtally ir doth 
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ceraprations ; Ind preſerve us: from the pernicious poyſon” of ors: 


ſperity { They. rowze: us: up-whenI.weate) luzy and ready to fit - 
Boop Fhey awake us whenwe' are readyi/to fall aflep:” They 
drive us ro+God when we areteady ro forget him,” and dote upon 


- a deeeiver: They: teach us part-of the meaning of the Goſpel : with- 


out them; we know not well, what | a Saviour, a promiſe, 2 pardor, 
grace'] and many other Gotyel terms, do'fignify.” They reach! us 
co pray, and teach us 20-beatiand'inggy- with” underſtanding ; They 
tell us the value ot alEour Mercies;and teath us 'the/ uſe of all the 
means of grace. "They aremerdfil|to fix our flaſhy, light, uncon- 


ſtant minds.” Which are'apt to be'gazing upon every biite;/ and to 


be touching or taſting the.. forbiddey-fruit ;- and.to be taken with 
thoſe things, which we'hadhately-caſt-behin our' backs, till *medi- 
cinal: ſorrow doth! awake! our'reafon ati@' make” us ſee the folly of 
our dreams. Yea iffarrow . chetk jus'not and make us wiſe;'we are 
ready tolay' by our grace and wit, and to follow any goblin in 
the dark, and bke men bewitched,| ro bedeceived by we know not 
whar, and to go on as 8 bird:to theifowlers ſnare, as an ox to'the 
Naughter, arid us: Fool to the correCtion'of the ſtocks i 
4. Moreover precedent forrows, will raiſe the price of following: 
Foys.: They will make us'more defirous” of the day otour deliver- 
ance, and make it the welcomer ts|us when it comes. Heaven will 
beſcaſonable after a life of ſo much' trouble, and they that come our 
of great tribulation,will joyfully fing"the Praiſes of their Redeemer. 
5. And God wilt have the'members' conformed toitheir Head : 


| This was Chrifts method, and it :muſt be'ours, We mnft take up 
the Croſs and follow him'f ever we will have the Crown';-and we 
muſt ſuffer with him if we will be glorifped with him. Though the 


will of God be the Reaſon which 4lane ſhould ſatisfy his creatures 
yet theſe Reaſons ſhew you the Equity'and' goodneſs of his waies, 
* Uſe, 1. \lf: fernow before” Foy be GOds ordinary Method of dea- 
ling with his mbtk. beloved -fervancs;\learn hence to uiiderftand the 
unportanceob your Sorrows-!' You fay as Baruch, Jer. 45.3. Wo iy 
we new ! For-the Lord bath added prief to my ſorrow ' T fainted in 
v1} fighing, and T fend no ret * You axe ingenious in recounting and: 
2g gravatng your aftliftivns. Bur Are". you ds ingenious: in exprund-' 
mg them 'aright' ©, Do-you ner judpe'of thett rather by your preſent 


\ ſenſe; than by their 'ult-and-rendency 2 You will not do fo by ith 


bitterneſs of Medixine,ov the working: of a Pargeor Vomit? You 


with 


z 


, "'Þ 
” , : 


[11] 

wth cath, And-ſheuld:you not beiplad to-find, that 
© God'itaketh that way with you, which be moſF uſtally-takes with 
- thoſe thar he ſaveth. '*Sure you d6 not ſet light by the Love of God! 
Why then doyou complain ſo mitth againft rhe-ſigns & productsof 


at? Is it not becauſe you-have yet much unbehef,and judge of Gods 


Love as the' fleſhy direQteth: you; inſtead of judging by the effects 


1 eprogrioſticks which he hiniſelf kath'bid you judge by ? We will 


c&rantto the fleſh; thats :chafiſerntnt fir ihe prefers [eemeth toyous 
'c = prievons'; If you will betieve ThePpirit;” he tas af- 
rerward it yieldeth the peaceable' fruit” of righteouſneſs, to them that 
. grexerciſed thereby ;, and that whom the:Lord lovith he chaſteneth, 
- and ſconrgerh every fon 1ho:1-herevoiveth, Heb: 2. 6,11, Miſurider- 
.. Rand not then the prognoſticks of your. preſent forrows!li Think 
how they wilt work a-well:as tow they ta '''They boilen" good, 
though they'are unplenſane, If 'you wee baſtards and reprobates 
you might feel leſs of the Rod: When the Plowers muke furrows on 
you, it prepareth you for the ſeed ;/ and the'ſhowers that water ic 
ipÞrognoſticate'a plentevus harve(t; FT hink-r nor ſtrange if he threſh 
ind grind you, "if -youwould be bread'for your nibſters'ſe. He'is 
'not drowning his 'theep/when he-waſheth rhem {ior killing them 
. when he is ſhearing hem: Burby! this he! ſheweth” that” they care 

* his own! And the new-ſhnrn ſheep do moſt viſibly bear his-name 
or mark, when it is almoſt worn our, and'ſcarce diſcernable, on 
them that have the lodgeſt fleece; If you love the world and profpe- 
rity beſt, rejoice moKk in it,& grieve'thoſt for the want of it :\But if 
you love- God beſt;and rake him for your part and freaſufe;'reſoyte 
in him, and in that condition which hath the fulleſt igmbcations 6f 


his love, and grieve moſt for his diſpleaſure, and for that condition _ 


which either figniteth 'it, or moſt enticeth you to diſpleale bim. If 
;bings preſent be your Portion, then ſeek them firſt, & rejoice in them, 
'& mourn when they are taken from you, Butif' really Your portion 
be above wih Chriſt; let your heirs be*'there3” and” Jet'your' Joys 
and forrows and endeavours fignify it. The ſenſe of bruirs doth judge 
* of pain & pleaſure only by their preſent feeling: bur the Reaſon of a 


2 Cor. 4- 18. 


Mat. 6.20,2Is ' - 


Col. 3. 1, 2, 
2, <o 


man,and the Faith of a Chriſtian do eftimate them according to their * 


fignihication and ' importance. I know that it is'in vain to think Þy 


' Reaſon; to Tecontile rhe fleſh,and ſenſe unto its ſaffcrings; Bur if I ily 
ſpeak to you as'to Men, much mote if as to *Chrif1ap1,' andreaſun 
with your Reaſonable part, I ſhall: not at all deſpaif'of the ſacceſs, 


 - On, 1. Tell me then ho it 5s that you ſuffer by ; that hath the 


z princt- 


- printipal Aiſpgfing band in all ?.1s. it one: that-you. canyreaforiably - 
ſpect, on en of power,, widen orgonancs Fin be = 
much fitter to diſpoſe of you, than you or:any. mortals are ?: -If the 
Phyſician be fitter than-the patient, to determine - how he ſhall be 
ww, and if youare fitter than your infant Child, and if you 
are fitter than your beaſt, to determine of his Paſture, work and 
- uſage, ſure then you, will grapt,; that God is .much- more fie ; than 
We. And if he would give you. your choice and ſay; - [It ſhall go 
with thee all. thy nies farvedſparty or adyer(ity, life or death, as 
_ thou. wilt.thy ſelf;or as thy dearef} friend will] you ſhould fay, Nay 
Lord, but let it be as thou wilt : For I and my friend are foolith,and 
partial; and know not what is be(t for queſelves, Not our wills: bur 
thy will, be dong jb id won bo halo flog ol aft to 
 - 2%, 3. Dq:you not ſee,that-.carnal, pleaſure.is far more dange- 
rous than all your forrows 2 Look'on the ungodly. that proſper in 
the.world, and tell me whether. you would be in their condition-? 
If not, why do you long for their temptations?- and to live in that 
air, whaſe corryptien. cauſeth tfach, .epidemical-morzalities? .If you 
would: not with;the Righ man, Lu#:16.. be damned. for ſenſuality, 
, nor, with the fool, Ly, 12. 19, 12.0. ; Say, Soul take thy; caſe,&e. 
When your: Souls are: preſeny to-bs taken from you;or with him, 
Lok..18. 22,23. Go away, ſorrowful From Chriſt, deſire not the 
temptations which brought them-to-ir.Ff you would not opprels the | 
peopee,of God: with Pharaoh, nor perſecute. the Prophets with A- 
1bgh and; 7ezebel, | nor.tehilt the Goſpel; and perſecute the preachers 
of .itwith the,$qribes and, Phariſees, 2.-7beſ. 141.5, 16. Defire.nor 


the temprations'which led them to all this. _ Tal 
2%. 3. Would you not follow-your Saviour, and rather be con- 
formed to him and-to his Saints, than to the wicked tha; have their 
\ > © portion a this lifg.;. 1 doubt you do not well.ſtudy the life and 
- 10>  ſuftexings gf Chriſt; and the reaſon of them ; when you kad your 
EO. ſelves ſo.little\concerned 1g. them, . and. ſo defirous of another way. 
And would you not'go to 'Heaven-in the common way, that the 
Saints of old have gone before you in. .Read the Scripture and all 
Church hiſtory, 'and obſerve which is the beaten path of life ;. and 
.. whether ,cven.among believers and the Paſtors of the. Church,it was 
-the perſecuted. or [the proſperous that. moſt honopred their. profe(- 
fron! & which, of them 3; wasthat.cprrupred. the Church with pride 
Gr domination;& kindled.in it thoſe Flames of: contention which are 
.canſuming,zt to this day. And-ſowed thoſe ſeeds of diviſions whoſe 
+ | = ag _  foure 
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Gre froit have, ſertheir Childrens; teeth 00 edge.” Mark whether 


it, was the ſuffering or. the proſpering part that hath had the greateſt 
;hardiin her after-ſufferings. - RN 1 
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. 2%, 4, What faith your own experience,. and how hath God | 


Cealt with you in the time that is paſt ? Hath not your ſuffering 
dong you good, If it have not, you may thank-your ſelyes: For I 


.am ſure Gods rod hath a healing virtue, ard others _ received: 
-acure by ir. How much is mankind beholden to the Cro 


? When 
.David went weeping up mount Oliver, he was in a ſafer caſe, than 


; When he was gazing on Bathſheba from . his battlements ? And 


when Chriſt was ſweating blood upon mount Olzver, it was align 
.that mans Redemprion was in hand: and when he was/bleeding 
onthe: Crofs,. and drinking vinegar and gall, it was almoſt finiſhed, 
"And if the. Crofs hath born ſuch happy truit, what reaſon have we 
to; be ſo much againſt it? If it have proved good for you that you 
were afflicted, and no part of your lives have been more fruitful, 
why ſhould your deſires ſo much contradict your own experience ? 
If bitter things have proved the moſt wholſom, and a full and 
luſcious dyer hath cauſed your diſeaſe, what. need you more, to 
diveft your judgment, if you will judge as men, and not as bruits ? 
_Oby. But ( you'l ſay.) it is not all forrow that foretelleth Joy : 
ſome paſs from ſorrow unto greater ſorrow. How: then .ſhall we 
know whether our ſorrows tend to worſe or unto better ? 
_ An. Itis true that there are ſorrows which have no ſuch pro- 
miſe,.as theſe haye in the text. As 1. the meer-vindictive puniſh- 
, ment of the wicked. 2. The ſinful ſorrows which men keep up in 
themſelves ; proceeding from their finful Love of creatures. 3. And 
the correCtions which are not improved by us to our amendment 
and reformation. | | Eo 
_ But the promiſe belongeth. 1, to thoſe ſorrows which. in fincerity 
we undergo for the fake of Chriſt an1 righteouſneſs. 2. 'To' thoſe 
ſorrows which we our ſelves perform as Duties, either for the diſ- 
Kongur of God or the fins or miſeries of others ; or our penitenrial 


Luke 22. 44- 


forrows fpr our own offences. 3. And tp thoſe ſorrows of chaſtiſe- | 


ment which we. paticnily ſubmit ro and improve to a true a- 


_mendment, ile mc and lives. For though fin be the Material 


cauſe, or he Meritorious cauſe, yet Love which maketh Re- 
formatlon the effect, - will alſo make the end. to be our Comforr. 
** Fhe., 2. If this be Gods Method, -condethn not then the _ genera- 
tion of the juſt, becauſe you ſee them undermoſt in-the world, and 


ſaficr 


hd 


% 
13 


' Uſe 2» 


= 


DoRt: 2. 


 Fiiſſer more than other men." 


< iu. batt hi wh + 
- 3+ " It in * v £ 
. * n 2 
ws ht «2 : "ig » T "BP N Fe v9 5 8 
- FE - YT - £ 
g > * 3h. EIA. Pa. * 
8. * < ' 


__ 
men. Think: not x diftonou-i the 
be in poverty, priſons, baniſhment, or reproeth, unlef it be'for a 


truly diſhonourable cauſe. Call |not men Hiſerable; for that which 


God maketh the token of his love, and the Prognoſtick of their joy. 
Methinks he that hath once read the Pſal.37.% 5 3.and Me. 5.10, 
11, 12. & Fob. 13. & 15.8 2 Theſ, 1. and well belieyeih them, 
ſhould never err thisold condemned Errour antiy' more. Ard yet it 1s © 
common among carnal men, to do as fome beafts-do, whh one*sf 
their fellows is wounded they all forſake him : ſo theſe ſtand looking 
with pity,or feat,or ſtrangeneſs upon a mati that is under ſufferings 
and flanders, as if it muſt needs be a deſerved thing ; and think it a 
at diſhonour toa man how innocent ſoever, when they hear that 
he is uſed as offendours & maletaQtours are ; forgetting how by this, 
they condemn their Saviour, and all his Apoſtles and*Martyrs, and 
the wiſcſt;beſt,and happyeſt men that the earth hatch born. And 
all this is but the+ blind and haſty judgment of /eyſe and mnbelief, 
which hath neither the wit to judge by the word of God,nor yet. the 
patience to ſtay the end, and ſee how the ſerrows of the godly will 
conclude, and where the triumph of the hypoccite' will leave 
bim. | | | arte: 
And yet ſome there bethat are apt to err on the other cxtream, 


| and to thibk that every man is happy that is afflited, and that fuch 


haye all their ſorrow 1n this life; and that the ſuffering party is al- 
waies 1n the” right, and therefore they are ready to fall in with an 


deluded ſect, which they ſee to be under reproach arid ſuffering. . 


_ _ Bur'thec:uſe muſt be firſt known, before the ſuffering can'be' well 


Judged of. 


© Dot. 2. Chrifts death and departure Was the cauſe of bis diſciples 


_ ſorrrows, | 


This is plainiin rhe words" Te New therefere have forraw ;, but 
"1 -wilt ſee yu agam.] And the calſes of this forrow were theſe three 
conjunct. 1. Thar their dear Lord\whom they loved,and whom they 
had heard, and followed, and put their truſt in, muſt now be raken 
trom them. If rhe parting of friends at dearh, ' do turn our gar- 
"ments into the ſigns of our fad and mournful hearts, and cauſe us to 
idwell in the houſes of mourning,” we muſt allow Chrifts diſciples 
ſome fuch affeQiors, upon their parting with their Loxgd, © | 

'2. Ahd'the Manner of bis death; mo doubt; did miych incteate 
their ſorrows, * Thar the moſt innocent ſhould ſuffer as a reputed 
malefaCtour, that he that more contemned the wealth an@ pleaſures 
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| dif glory. of the World, thanever man did; ind choſe poor in. 


fertourife, ad: would not havea Kingdom of this World, and 
 neverfailed inany duty to high or low, ſhould yer be hanged igno- 


miniouſly oh 2.Crols, :as one that was about to uſurp the Crown ?. 


That deluded Sinners ſhould pur to death the Lord of life, and ſpit 
in the face of fuch a Majeſty, and haſten deſtruction to their na- 
tion and themſelves; and that all Chriſts diſciples muſt thus be e- 


ſteemed' the followers of a crucifyed uſurper,judg if we had been in © 


their cafe our ſelves,wherher this would have been matter of forrow 
to us, or not, Had it not been enough for Chriſt to have ſuffered 
the pain, but he muſt alſo ſuffer the diſhonor, even the imputation 
of ſin, which no man was fo far from being guilty of? and of thar 
particulan fin, uturpation of Dominion, and Treaſon againſt C2ſar, 
which'hiheart and life were as contrary to, as light to darkneſs ? 
And was it not enough for Chriſtians to ſuffer ſo-great calamities of 
bodies for righteouſneſs ſake, but they muſt alſo ſuffer the reproach 
of being the {editions followers of a crucifyed malefatour whom 
they would have made-a King? No ! our Lord would ſtoop to 
the loweſt: condition jor our fakes, which was conſiſtent with his 
innocency and perfection ! 'Sin is ſo much worſe than ſuffering, that 
we may take th.s for the greateſt part of his condeftenfior, and 
ſtrangeſt expreſſion of his Love,that he ſhould take not only the na- 
ture and the ſufferings of a man, but alſo.the nature and the Impu- 
 Fationof ſinners. Though fi» itfelf was inconſiſtent with his-perfe- 

Ction, yet ſo was not'the-falfe accuſation and imputation of it : He 
could not betome a {inner for us ; but he could bes reputed a finner 
for us, and dieas ſuch. And whenour Lordhath ſubmitted to this 
moſt ignomintous kind of {uffering,it is not fit that we ſhould be the 
chooſers of our ſufferings, and ſay, Lord we will firfler any thing 
except the Reputation of being oftenders, and the falſe accuſations 
of malicious men !. If in this we muſt be made conformable to our 
head, we mult not refuſe it, nor repine at his difpcfal of us, 

3. And their forrow for Chrilts departure was the-greater, be- 
cauſe they had fo little foreſight of his Reſurre&tion and return, It js 
ftrange to ſec how. dark they were in theſe articles of the faith, for 
all. their long converſe. with Chriſt, and his plain forerelling them 
his death and refurre&tion: and how much of their reaching Chriſt 
reſerved to the Spirit after his departure from them, Job. 12.16. 
Luk. 18, 31: 3%. 33- 34. Thcn took be unto him the twelve, and 
ſaid unto chem, behold we go upto Jerufalem, and all things that ave 
EAT © - 
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written by reirtbgs onerain the, Sow of man ſhall Fea | | n, 


ed : For be ſhall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and ſhall: he' mocked 
and ſpightfully, entreated, and [pit upon, and they ſball ſcourge bit and 
put bim to death, and the third day be ſhell riſe again. And cbey un- 
food nont of theſs things, and this ſaying was hid from them, neuther 
knew they the things which were ſpakeys. -Had they known all- that 
would follow, and clearly foreſcen his Reſurrection. and his Glory: 
they would then have been troubled the leſs for his. death, Bur 


when they ſaw him dye, and forelaw him not revive-and riſe and: 


reign, then did their hearrs begin.ro fail them, and they faid, Luk. 
2.4. 21. We truſted that it had been he which ſhould have redeemed 
Iſrael Even as we uſe to lamentirmoderately when welay the:bo- 
dies of our friends in the grave, becauſe; we ſee not whither the 
Soul is gone, nor in. what triumph anJ joy at'is received: unto 
Chriſt ; Which if we ſaw it would moderate our griefs. And-even 
ſo weover-pity our ſelves 8 our friends in our temporal ſufferings, 
becauſe we ſee not whither they tend, and what will follow them. 
We ſee Fob 0a, the dunghil, : but look not fo far as his, reſtoration, 
Jam. 5. 11. Bebold we count.; them bappy which endure: Te have 
heard of the patience of Job, and | have ſeen the end of the Lord, | that 


the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy. There is no judging by 


the preſent, but eirher by ſtaying the end, or believing Gods pre- 
diſtions of it. | jw. Eg 

Uſe. It is allowable in Chriſts diſciples to grieve (in faith and mo- 
derately) for any of his departure from them : "They that haverhad- 
the-comfort of communion with him in -a life of faith and.grace, 
muſt needs latnent any loſs of that communion: -It.1s fad with ſuch 


a Soul, when Chriſt ſeemeth ſtrange, or when they pray and ſeek, - 


and ſeem not to be heard! It is fad with a believer when he met fay, 
I had once acceſs to the.Father | by the Son; I had:thelps wrprayer: 
and I had the lively operations;of the Spirit. of grace, and'ſome of 
the joy of the holy Ghoſt, but now, alas, 1t 1s; not; ſv. And. they 
that have had experience of the fruit|and;comfort of-his Word,and 
Ordinances, aad Diſcipline, and the Communion of ſaints, may be 
allowed to lament the loſs of this, if he take ir from them, It was no 
unſeem]y thing|in David, when he, was driven fromthe Taberna- 
cle of God, to make that lamentatiun, . Plal. '42,and 43:'u45 the 
hart panteth after the Water brooks, ſo panteth my Soul after thee ,'O 
God: My-Soul thirfteth for God, for the lwvin) God : Whew ſhall I 
come and appear before God ? My tears have been my meat day: and 

To a in night 


= NOW that they have ſorrow, And how quickly will this -NOW . 


| his Grace and Ordinances; and if they lament the loſs of thar, 
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night, 2ubile; they continually, ſay unto.me, where-44 thy God? -—-- O 
mr Cody Soul « caſt down within me,&c. And Plal. 84.2,3,4" My [8-4 
> oul longeth, yea even fainteth for the Courts of the Lord : My heart "Wt | <A 
and my. fleſh crieth” out for the Irving God; yea the Sparrow hath 61 | 
found an houſe, and the Swallow a neſt, 8c. Bleſſed are they that | ih 
dwell in thy. houſe : They will be ſtill praiſmng thee. ---- For a day-in 
thy Courts better than a thouſand : 1 bad-rather be a Door-keeper 
in the houſe of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedneſi. It 
ſignifieth ill when men can eaſily let Chriſt go, or loſe his word, 
or helps, .and ordinances. "When . ſin provoketh him to hide his 
face, and withdraw his mercies, if we.can ſenſleſly let them go, it 
13 2 contempt which provoketh him much more : If we are indif- 
ferent what he giveth us, it 15 juſt with him to be indifferent too, 
and to ſet as: little by our helps and happineſs,as we ſet by them our 
ſelves. 'But we little know the miſery which ſuch contempt pre- 
reth for, er. 6.8. Be thou inſtrulted O Feruſalem, leſt my Soul 
depart from thee! leſt I make thee deſolate; a Land not Inhabited, 
Hof. 9.12. Yta, Wo alſo unto them when I depart from them. When 
God goeth, all gocth: Grace and Peace, Help and Hope, and all 
that is good and comfortable is gone; when God is gone ! won- 
der not thetefore if Holy Souls cry after.God, and fear the loſs of 


ys 4 %£ Si 7 OE GR £3 
£2 -Y 4 a. 
*E- et# co. 34 7 = 
— 5 -” - + 49SE&. 
- DW Co ES Ty bent = 2 
” . Rx 
4,2 S6n PR a 


EI 


_ == may!” 


— 


which dead-hearted Senſualiſts are aweary of , and would drive Luk.8.37- 
away ; it will be the damning ſentence, Depart from me all ye Math. 25. qt- 
workers of iniquity: And therefore all that is bur like ir, is terrible Mat- 7. 23- 
to them that have any regard of God, or their Salvation. Luk. 13. 27s 


— DoGt. 3. The ſorrows of Chriſts Diſciples are but ſhort. It is bog Hog, 2. 
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be gone? - 
 . Reaſe, 1. Life it ſelf is but ſhort, and therefore the ſorrows of - 
this Life are but ſhort. Man that « born of a Woman « of few 
days, and full of trouble : He cometh forth like a flower, and * cut 
down ; he fleeth alſo as @ ſhadow, ' and continueth not, Job 14. 1,2. 
Though our days are evil, they are but few, Gen. 47. 9. As our - ( 
time maketh Jap, and poſteth away, ſo alſo do our ſorfrws, which y 
will attain their period together with our Lzves. © As the pleaſure F 44 
of fn, ſo the ſufferings of he godly are but for «ſeaſon, Heb, 11,26. 
ow, for a ſeaſon, if need be, ye are in heavineſs through manifold 
temptations, 1 Pet. 1,6. The pleaſures and the pains of ſo ſhort a 
life, are but like a pleaſant or a [rightful Dream: How quickly 
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| Man whoſe ſorrows are of no'longer continuance rhan'this 


ſave the affliQted People. 
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hall we awake, ant all is vaniſhed, If we lived as long ps No oy 
would'be of greater fignificaridn to us; and. yet they ol tem 


Nothing in compariſon” of Eternity; For where now ' are all the 
fleſhly pains or pleaſures of Adam or Methufelah? ' Much more are 

they incon{iderable in ſo ſhort. a life as one of ours. " hop > the 
tranſitory life! | + OE i Toby Ho iaſd 
; Reaſ. 2. Gods diſpleaſure 'with| bis Servants # but fhort and 


' therefore his corre&#4ons are bur ſhort, P/al. 30.5, Hs anger ends 


reth but for a moment, but in his favour us life, Ia. 54. 7, 8. For a 
fmall moment hawe I forſaken thee, hut with' great nutcies will 1 
gather thee. In a little wrath T'hid'my face from thee for a moment, 
bitt' with everluſting kindneſs will 1 hawvt mire) on thee, ſanh the 
Zord: thy Redeemer, Th. 26.20. Ccme my People , eriter into thy 
Chambers, and ſhut thy doors about thee, hide. thy ſelf. as 'it were far 
8 little moment, until the indignation be cverpaſt. TiWeven in 
Judgment” doth he remember mercy, and copfumeth' us nor., be- 
Took his compaſſions ; fail not, Lam. 3. He will not always chide, 


nor will be keep bis anger” for ever, :--- Fot he tnowtth,gur- frame. ; 


he remembreth that we are duſt, Pfal.'103. 9. 14; His ſhort cor. 
reCtions are purpoſely fitted to| prepare us for endleſs conſola- - 
t20ns. | SLE 

Reaſ. 7. Oar trial alſs muſt be bnt ſhort, and "therefore fo muſt 
be 'our forrows. | Though'God wyl not have us receive the Crawn, 
without the preparation of a Contj:ct ard a Conqueſt, yet will. he: 
not have our Fight and Race too Jong, left-it overmatch our ſtrength, . 
.and his Grace, and we ſhould be overcome. Though our Faith 
and we muſt be tried in the fire, yet Gad will ſee that, the Furnace 
be not over hot, and-that we ſtay no longer, but till our Droſs be 
ſeparated from us; God putteth- us nor into the. fire t6. conſume 
us, but'ro refine us: That' when) we come out we. may fay, It x 


good for ui that we were affiided, Pal. 119.71, and then he will 


Reaſ. 4. The power of thoſe that affiift Gods. Servants wrongfully 
s but ſhort,” and therefore the. ſorrgws of ſuch aflictiop can. be but 
thort5 *though' it' be' foreign Churches of whom | ſpeak: I hope.ir 
is to ſich*as take their caſe to by'ro them. as:theic own. . While 
they are breathing” out threatmings,: they are ready to* breath our 
their guiſty- Souls; - If a aan in a! Dropfie-or Conſampticn' perſeeute 
HEEL] Y | ne | us, 
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| js,--we Would not be over: fearful of him; becauſe we fee he is 1 
dying man.. And fo little is the diſtance between the death of one 
man and-another,-:that. we, may well ſay all imens lives are in a © 
Conſumption; and may bear their indignation, as we would do 
the injuries of. a dying man ! How ſhort is the day of the Power 
of darkneſs : Chriſt calleth ir but an bour, Luke 22.53. Thi « 
your hour,” and the power of darkneſs. How quickly was Herod 
eaten of Worms, and many. another cut off in the height of their | $ 
* proſperity, -when they have been raging in the heat of perſecution ? 
Little thought {hab that he had been ſo near his woful day, when | F If 
he had given order that Aichaiah ſhould be fed with the Bread | >[i: 4 
& 


and Water of affliction, till he returned in peace : What perſecu- 

tions -have' the death of a Licinins, a fulian, a Qu. Mary, &c. 
ſhorrenedd: While they are raging they are dying ; while they are 
.condemning \the Juſt, they are. going to be condemned by their 

moſt juſt avenger. How quickly will their Corps be laid in duſt, 

and their condemned Souls be put under the Chains of darkneſs, 

till, the judgment of the great and qreadful day ? He is not only an Per 
Unbeliever, but irrational or 1nconfiderate, that cannot ſee their Jude ag 
end in the greatelt of their glory! How eaſte is it to ſee theſe bubbles * wy 
vaniſhing, and .to foreſee the ſad and ſpeedy period of all their *Or as 411121 
cruelties and triumphs? Fob 20, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. -.Knoweſt thou not 4 Parapbraſe re 
this of old,” ſmce man was placed upon Earth, that the triumphing. Cone v6 
of the wiched-z ſhort, and the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment ? ns i ; 
Thorgh his excellency mount up to the Heavens, and his Head reach citas grit inſtar 


wnto the Clouds, yet be ſhall periſh for ever hke his own dung : They ſomnii, quod Ill 
which have ſeen h1m3 ſhall ſay, where is he, «---- He ſhall fly away as fn diſcuſſs ©} 
| ' be | | inpatum eſt; wt, } 
a Dream, and ſhall not be found';, yea, he ſhall be chaſed away as a quaniam an- a, 
Viſion of the night, The Eye alſo which ſaw him, ſball ſee him no tequam evigi- WIL 


more, neither ſhall his place behold him, Though pride do compaſs #,inipſailla | ln 
them about'ds a Chain,- and violence cover them as a Garment, and ,, - -- HE. 
they are. corrupt | and ſpeak oppriſſims or calumny wickedly , they y45m itn ;-\l 
ſpeak loftily ( or from on high) Though they ſet their moath againſt ſalicigatis 

the Hedwens, and their tongue walketh through the Earth, yet ſure- 097)am, in qu2 
y .rhey are ſet in ſlippery places, God doth caff them down into ih w_—_ 
deſtruction: How are they brought into deſolation as in a moment ? ,1mim, _W 
They are utterly-canſumed with terrors ; as a * Dream from one that tarquam un 
_ awaketh, ſo,,0 Lord, im awaking, ( or raiſing wp, that is; faith the #747 aut imd- ke 
 Chaldee Paraphraſe;in thy day of judging) or as all the other Tran- So” ewane- 
flations, in civitate rud, 'm thy —_— or Government ) _ po es _ 

EX” JU % | eſpiſe 


IJ [ 20] | 
deſpiſe their Image, that 1s, ſhew them and all the World how d&- 
| ' ſpicable that Image of greatneſs and power, and felicity was which 
*'Nubtcula eſt they were ſo proud of.. If ſuch a * bubble of 'vain glory, ſuch an 
on Image of felicity, ſuch a Dream of power and greatneſs, be all that 
fusof Julias, the Church of God hath to be afraid of, it may be well ſaid, as 
IH p# als Tui: Ta. 2: 2:2. Ceaſe ye from Man whoſe Breath is in bis Noſtrils ? For 
an'sdeath was - wherein is he to be accounted of ? Plal, 146. 4. His Breath goeth 
rold at Anti- forth, be. returneth to bis Earth, in that very day bis thoughts pe- 
och, they all p;, And T/a. 50.9. Bebeld the Lord God will belp me, who is 
fant aby- he that ſhall condemn me? Lo, they all ſball wax old as a Garment, 
Gant vaticinia the Moth ſhall eat them up. And Iſa. 51.7, 8. Hearken unto me 
tua? Vicit Deus ye that know re Tur Sr the People in hoſe. heart is-my law : 
**» Gr Chriſius Pear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye afrard of their rev; 
6 eBay lings : For the Meth ſhall eat them up Ik, a Garment, and the 
 - prg-9i.. Worm ſhall eat them like Wool: But my righteouſneſs ſhall be for 
. | ever, and my-ſalvaticn from generation to generation. The for- 
rows Which ſo ſhort-lived power can infl &, can- be bur ſhort: 
| You read of their ViRtories and Perſecutions, in the News books one 
year, and quickly after of their death; | | 
; Uſe. Hence therefore you may learn how injudicious they are; 
that think- Religion 1s diſparaged |by ſuch ſhort and ſmall aflitions 
of Believers ; and how unexcuſable.they are, who yield unto tem- 
pration, and venture upon fin, |and comply with the 'ungodly, 
and forſake the truth, through the fear of ſo ſhort and momentary 
ſorrows : When theres none of thera but would endure the prick 
of a Pin, or the ſcratch of a Briar, or the bing of a Flea to gain 
a:Kingdom, or the opening of a/ Vein, or the griping of a.Purge- 
to fave their Lives. O-how deſervedly are ungodly men. forſaken 
of God : For how ſhort a pleaſure do they forfake him, and the 
everlaſting pleaſures? And how ſhort a trouble do they avoid, by: 
running, into everlaſting trouble ?. If fin had not firſt {bdued rea- 
ſ{5n, ren would never make. it a matter -of queſtion, whether to 
eſcape ſo ſmall a ſuffering they ſhould break the-Laws of -the moſt 
righteous God ; nor would. they once pur- ſo-ſhort'a pain: or plea- 
ſure into: the ballance againſt the endleſs pain and pleaſure ? Nor 
would a temptation bring. them-to deliberate - on-a matter, which 
fhould be paſt deliberation with a man-that is in- his Wits. And 
yet.alas, how much do. thefe ſhort! concernments prevail through all 
the World ! Unbelievers are ſhort {ghted ;., they look only or 
chiefly to-things near and preſent !: A leaſe of this empry World for 


A- 


- 


\ A 


- [22 T: 
& few years, yea an uncertain tenure'of it,” is preferred before the 
beſt ſecurity for eternal life. .;: Its preſent pleaſurer which they.muſt 
have, and its preſent ſorrows which they take care to eſcape, : As 
Chriſt hath taught us to ſay about theſe worldly things, 'ſo the 
' Devil hath tavght them'to ſay about everlaſting things, Care nor 
for to morrow, the morrow ſhall take thought for the things of it ſelf; 
officient 10 the day #s the evit thereof, Math.'6; 34.) Therefore when 
the day of their. calamity ſhall come, a deſparring Conſcience will 
tually: torment them, and 'fay,. This is but the ſorrow which 
' thou choſeſt te-endure, or the miſery which- thou-wouldft venture 
on, to eſcape a preſent inconliderable pain, 
If there be any of you that ſhall think that preſent ſufferings are 
conſiderable things, to be put into. the ſcales. againſt eternity, or 


that are tempted to murmuring and impatience under ſuch ſhort - 


afflitions, I deſire them bur \to conſider, 1. that your ſuffering will 
be no longer than your fin: And if it endure but as long, is it any 
matter .ot wonder or repining. Can you expect to keep your 
ſic kneſs, and yet to be wholly freed from the pain? Can fi and 
ſuffering be perfeRtly ſeparated? Do you think to continue ignorant 
and prowd, and. ſelfiſh, and in ſo much remaining wnbelief, carnal 
t7, worldlineſs and ſloth, and yet never to feel the Rod or Spur, 
nor ſuffer any more than if you had been innocent? Deceive nor 
. your ſelves, it will not be,. Sin lieth at the door, and be ſure at 
laſt it will-frd you our, Prov. 11. 31. Behold the righteoms ſhall be 
recompenſed in the Earth, much. more the ungodly and the- ſpmer. 
Fudgment muſt begin at the Houſe of God, and the righteous are ſa- 
wed with much ado,- 1 Pet. 4.17, 18. Gods not reconciled to the 
fins of any. man : And as he will ſhew by his dealings, that he is 
reconciled to their perſons, ſo will he ſhew that he is not recon- 
ciled to their ſins. If God-continue your ſufferings any longer than 
you -continue- your fin, and if- you can truly: ſay, I-am afflicted 
_ though I am innocent, then your impatience may haye ſome ex- 
cule. j gel 14 1; 

2. Your ſorrows ſhall be no longer than you make them neceſ* 
ſary, and; will you grudge at your own benefic ? Or at the trouble 
of, your Phyſick while you continue your diſeaſe? It is but {| f 
". need be ] that now for 4 ſeaſon ye are in ears, — throuph manifo d 

remptations, 1 Per. 1.6, And who maketh the' Need? Is 1t God or 

| you? Who maketh you dull and ſloarhful, and ſenſual? Who 
turneth -your hearts to earthly things, and deprives you of the 
y | (weetnefs 


Gen. 4. 7. 
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"01 - 
ſorrernefs! of things {piritualoand theavenly:? Who make you 
firoud/and 1tinkelieemy. andtachaticable? (Ir; is he: chat'doth' this, 
that cauſeth the:need-of your aflictions,: and-is to! be blamed:for 
the bitterneſs of tliem; bur it'is your Phyſician that is to bo thanks 
ed and praiſed for fitting them ſo. wiſely to-yqur Cure. - ; 

-g::Your ſorrows ſhall nor be ſo.long as you deſerve. Ir is ſtrange 
| undo: for thi nan to,grudge at's ſhort afflition thur-is fa- 
ved frans everlaſting-gaſery, .and xonfeſſeth: he hath Ytſerved the 
pains/of Helll © Confefs with thaiikfolneGs, That it 'w his mercy that 
50u: are not conſumed and condemned, - becauſe his compaſſions fail 
' 2101: If God be your portion; bope n' bins: For the Lord 'i good to 
them that wait. for. him ; tothe | Soul that ſeeketh' bim : © pod 
that you both: hops and qidethy. wait: for the '{aboation of the Lord : 
xx: $004 for a+man that he-brar the yoak-in bs igoutB* Heftierh As 
and þ ſHence,: becauſe he bath bbris-it pon: 'birw : He pitteth his 
mouth m the duſt, if ſo zhe there may he hope; He giveth his Check 
30 bim that ſmiteth hinr, he is filled full with reproach : For 'the Lord 
awill nat caſs off for; ever, but thowph he-cauſe grief, et 294/l he bave 
compaſſion; according to the multuude> of bis mereies, Lam.'s: 2.2, 
to.33- Pzr.'9.'1 3: Allthat” bs-comme W008 1s ir i for-our ev deeds, 
and for our great rreſpaſſes, and God hath payed 46 hſs than onr 
dniquiries,- 4 

: 44 Your forrows ſhall not bd fo long as the Grow of the uns 


5 . godh, \nor 4s thoſe” that you muſt endure, 1t you will chuſe fin: ro 


efcape theſe'pre/ove forrows. Abrls forrow'1 1snot'fo long as Cains 7 
Nar- Pereys. or: Pauk {o:long as\fuds;%.-" IFrlie Oftering of a-more 
acceptable Sacrifice do colt a righteous tan * his life, alas whatis 
that tothe puniſhment that malignant envious Carnites, or treache: 
rous Fudsrs mult endure. Whar- is the worſt that' man 'c#n'do; 
or the moſt that - God will there (inflict, -ro-rche- Reprobares *endlk} 
kelliſh:rormenits?: Ohad you ſeen what they 'endurejor had you felt © 
thoſ@paihs/but 4-day or hour, I car hardly think'thar you would 
ever after make ſo great a matter of the ſufferings of a Chriſtin 
here for” Chrilt;or that -you: would fear ſuch fiffetings more than 
hell. ris Giſingenuous ro repine at ſo gentle ;a Rod, ar the fame 
time whilft miflions/are 1n the "_—_ of Hell, ahdwhen theſe\uf- 


Teton: 10 keep you thence; *{ >) s 2:01 { <4) 
1. 5; Tour ſorrows. rrowY\ ſhall mor 'be ſo om Wd your folleSing Joys," 'f\or 
be per(evering conquering: believers. hat 1s a ficknels,* or a Lorh; 


Or A \Prifors or 'barmſhment, or ſham, or death; when it muſt end 
« | in 


ray 


found, effteEtual Faith, 'and'Fout wikt ofthe fuffer crirys 
in the way Nabil erm ſentvit in" novero faith ertihign,” cum aims 
oft in Cab ; Phemind that vin Helpls: and ſeethi: *bim that is in- 
viſible, will eafily. begr the Bodies pains. Miſtake nor in your ac- 


counts, and you will reckon dies 'the ſafer of this _—__ 
are' not 'worthy 16; be. rowby combpave A irh the Foe fl he 7s 'f 
ed in-z9; Rom. 8: 483 3'Chr; 44. a, x 8: "Py" 0 1 of 
which « but:fak 4 moment, Horh- 2p0PR foray) Mrs exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory, bile 'wt hok not" ar He rhings which 
are ſeen, but at the things which ate not ſeen : 'For the things which 
are ſeen are temporal, but the 7 rhings Which” "are bg ſtor | are eper- 
waht 6.24 {<9 | ENGL N27 a4], 
- 1Uſe v. Andiif it bebefor a | Nw ]that y ou batt og for 
rows, how'reaſonable is'ft 'rhit thoſe Pero” 'be thibderated'arn i 
muXx0 with- joy? And:how Jo: are thoſe commands,: R ejoice ever- 
more, 1 Theſ. 51 16; Math. 59xro, tr, 12, Rejog exnd be —_ 
ing ghad, _ ru iſles hp f: raven,” =_ 12. HE 
JoKing i: 'hapry" Patient -1n tribulativ Wer "AR."S witartbnal 
was their joy who being btathhi a fo 
from the preſence of the ConnceN, rejoica tha! Hf eff 
thy ro ſafer ſhame for the name of ip! | Thi $y "Rejoter 
in as math a -ye are * partcher of Chriſt fuff Fg, RESI SA wy 
ed 


4 the'entdtel joys .of Heaven!.:O && es rB4ft with T kvely, 


proached'for the'name of Chr; , Happ, GN: 'for 'Fhe j 
one of Gddl #ef Wert 7992 Os tr pine HT, 
_ tir pars he 1 ef phone ft 56.4 ſhime'ts er a 
tolerable pa hich is {6 Fir ro the cre Folefure? A 

"(offer as if we believed nor{the end, and. ſo to ſorrow as inen that 
are without hope. T 

 DoRt..q: i Chr ff aoild 1 php 3fi FAY -Yorondfut Dz gap RT, He £25 
movith not from theny with an intent t6 caſt chemo ef Þk 
hadeth his' 'fdce] ke meanethy not- to fortake ther © "When he eriket: 
away any' ordinances-or mercies, he doth! not''give” tHetn, 2348 
divorce.” When he: ſeemeth rv yield rg the j owers 'of Ju tkneſs, 
he-is.nor overcome, nor will he give op | hY K wh fot j- CIR T; 

;1% 


the World.” When he terrtch che Boa? ities hs wo 
r6lmake ir ugerly del ur "ir tothhr ONO Fr e ' $ 
derneſs.” For,” 013 45 a4 C1 5.7 &. Po , 


t. He hath coiiquered the greateſt envities nay" —_ | 
— Tire" there remaineth none? to conquer” him. ) He hate triuthpfed 


rg” A over 
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Heb. 11. 25, 
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over, Satan; Death and Hell ;: He hath. conquered Gin, and whit is | 
there. left todepoſe hin, ram is;Daminion.2 - i | Þ [> 
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Relation. to his Servats:: "'Whether-he 


& 5. be corporally preſent or abſent, heknowerh ,.his-awn ! and it is 


their care allo, , that whether preſent or abſent, they may be accepted 
of. bim, 2 Cor. 5.7 8, 9. He is their, Head while they are ſuffering) 
a Kath ; and rherefore,he feclerh,.cheir ſufferings -and infirmities, 
Helm, 3 5. And hence 44-35 that he: thus rebuketh a, perſecuting 
ealot,. Sau, Sgul, why prrſecuteft rhon me, Aft. 9,4.  . | 
- 9g. He hath not laid by the leaſt meaſure of his love; he loveth 
-us in Heaven as much as he did on Earth ; Having loved his own 
aubich were jn the World, to the end be loved them, Joh. 13, 1. And 
as. Foſephs love could nat” long Permit him to conceal himſelf from 
' bis Brethren,. but. brgke -qut;4h8 more, yiolently- after a ſhort 're- 
fcaint, ſo: that be fell on their Necks and wept; ſo. will not the 
more tender love of Chriſt permit him long to hide his face, or 
eſtrange,bimſclf from the People of his Love : And when he re- 
turneth, it will be with. redoubled.expreſſions.of endearment.  : 
+. 4, His, © venant with, his Servants is {till in force; his Promi- 
ſes are ſurg, and ſhall-nevcr, be broken, though the performance 
be not {9 ſpeedy.as. we delire, Deut. 7.9. Know Yherefore that the 
; = thy God he is Goa, the faithful God, which keepeth Covenant 
and Mercy with them that love bim, and keep his Commandments 
=_ My d generations, and. repayeth them that hate bim to their 


ſeart : ef roy ther. 6, He will not. be ſlack.to him that, hateth him, 
he will repay him. n9-bis faces, Ring: 8-23: . He keeperh Covenant | 
and Mercy with, his. Serwants that wvalk before bim with all their 
heart, So Dan. 9.4. Neh..1. 5. and 9. 32. And it is the promiſe 
of Chriſt when he departed from his Servants, 'That he will come 
airs and. taks them to himſelf, that where hs.is, there. they nay be 
Alſo, Joh. 14. 3.and'12. 20... | 14 
ri | and honor, and office,. and 


* $1; His,avo aureref, 


- 


reparations, do 


engage bum. to. return, t his diſconſolate Flock: His Fewels and © 


peculigr;Treaſvre, are his intereſt, Mal. 3. 17, 1 Pet. 2. 9. Exod, 
Tg. 5+., < rirat þathi choſen but a latle Flock ( Luk. 12, 32.) and- 
confine bu jever/. pod treaſure into ſuch a narrow;compab,, / will 
not riaks Ahn ra Flac »; but ſecure.them to-his Kingdom, He 
that OY 1 made it his office to Redeem and Save them, and hath ſo 
deagly. bought them.,. and.gone fo far.in the work of their Salvati- - 
on, will loſe none of.all his colt |and preparations, but for. his 
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| People, and his Blood, and his Honour, and his Fathers Will, and Ee , i M 
| Love will certainly finiſh what he hath undertaken. And therefore | | $ 
bis. withdrawings ſhall not. be-everlaſting. | | a 

- G, Ir is for their ſakes that he withdraweth for a time: 'Though ts { 
| the bitter part be for their fin, it is intended as Medicinal for their q 
benefit ; ſometimes he doth it to awake and' humble them, and | 
| ſtir them vp to ſeek him, and call after him: To ſhew them what = ; 
F 
F 
p 
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| they have done in provoking him to withdraw and hide his face, 
| that renewed repentance may prepare them for the comforts 
of his return. Sometimes he hath ſuch work for them to do, which 
.. 1s not ſo agreeable to his preſence; as faſting, and mourning, and 
- confeſling him in ſufferings, 2arb.g. 15. And ſometimes he hath 
. - | comfortsof another kind to give them in his ſeeming abſence, Fob. 
. ©.16. 7..T tell you the truth, it « expedient for you that I go away: 
| For if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if 
T depart I will ſend him to you. As there were comforts which the . os 
Diſciples were fitteſt for in Chriſts Bodily abſence, ſo when he will "BE, 
' take away his ordinances, or our proſperity or friends, there are 
comforts of another ſort, in ſecret Communion with him, and in 
. | ſuffering. for him, which his people may expect : Not that any 
” can expect it, who on that pretence do rejed theſe Qrdinances and 
Mercies, no more than the Diſciples could have expeCted the Com- 
 forter, if they had rejeZed the corporal preſence of Chriſt : Bur 
' Gad hath ſuch ſupplies for thoſe that mourn for his depar- 
_ + ture, | ws | 
Uſe 1. Miſunderſtand not then the departings of your Lord ! 
Tt is too bad to fay with the evil ſervant, My Lord delayeth his 
coming ; and worſe to fay, he will never return. - 1. He will re- 
turn at his appointed day to Judge-the World; to juſtifie his Saints 
whom the World condemned; to anſwer the defires, and ſatisfie 
all the expetations of. Believers; and to comfort, and everlaſting. 
ly reward the faithful that have patiently waited for his return, 
© | And when be returneth with Salvation, her ſhall we alſo. return 
from our calamities, and ſhall diſcern b.tween the righteors and the 
' \2wicked, between him that ſerved God, and him that ſerved him not, 21 
Mal, 3. 18, Undoubtedly our Redeemer lrveth, and ſhall fand at ' m1 | 
" the latter day #pors the. Earth, and though. after our Skin,worms de- SIS |! 
 <vour theſe Bodies, yet in our Fleſh we ſhall fee God, Job.19. 25,26. oo 
| <Bebold he cometh with Clonds, and every Eye ſhall ſee bimy 'and WI ©: 
they alſo which pierced him, and. all Dink of the Earth oy wh n- 2 
TT A | | ecanſe 
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bectſs of bim, even ſ6 Amen, Rev. 1. 7. Though unbelieving 


Scoffers {hall fay, where- is the promiſe of - bis coming? 2 Pet. 3; 4. 
Yet Believers conlider, that a day # with the Lord as' a tholſand 
years, and: a thouſand years but' as a day; and that the Lord uf not 
flack of bis promiſe, but long ſuffering, v. 8. 9. He will not leave us 


 comfortleſs, but w:ll come unto us, Joh. 14. 18. The patient expefta- 


tion of the Juſt ſhalt not be forgotren,| nor n'vain, Seeing if 5 a 
righteores thing with God, to recompenſe tribulgtion to 'them that 
trouble you, and to you who are troubled, veſt \with us} whin'tle 
Lord eſs ſhall bei'revealed 'frem Heaven with hit Mighty \Angels, 


' tn flaming fire taking vengeance on them that. kyow not God, -and 


that obey mt the Goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who ſhall be pun- 
iſhed with everlaſting deſtruttivn, from the preſence of the Lord, and © 
from-#he glory of 'bis power, when he ſhall | come to be glorified in 
his Saints, anil admired in all them. that chelieve mn' that \day., 
2 Theſ. 1. &. to0:x x... * OE ns Ara TRE 53 

+ 2. And he will return'alſo to the ſeemingly forſaken Flocks of 
his. Diſciples :- He hath his times of trial , -when! the Shepherds 
being- ſmitten, the Sheep are ſcattered; and he hath his' times of 
gathering the fcattered ones apain, together, and 'giving thim Pa- 
ftors after bis own heart, that ſhall feed them with knowledge and 
aniderffanding, Jer.'3.'14, 15. And ſhall fay, Yhet is the Chaff 
anto the Wheat, Jer:2.3:2-8.- When we'cry, Wo is me for my burt! 
my ond irgrievens!: We muſt alſo ſay, Truly this is a grief, and 
I muſt bear it : My Tabernacle is ſpoiled, and all my Cords are bro- 
key *-Hy Children art gont forth of me; and they 'are- not,” there is 
one to ftrerch' forth my Tet 'any more, ' and 16 ſet up ty Cirrtains, © 
for the Paſtors 'are become bruitiſh, anq have not ſought the Lord. =. 
O' Lord torvett me, but with judgement, not in" thine anger, leſt thou 


' bring me to nothing,” Jer: 10. 19,20; 21; 24 'Miyy Paſtor; have 


eeftroyeB my Vinejard, they have trodden Hy * Portibrs Willer Foot 
ray bave mate wy pleaſant Portion pore Ng Sri Ut Dhing _ 
Heſotare'it moutnerh to me; the whole Land 3s WIBIP Helo re, becauſe 


| #0' mn lajeth 7 to heart; Jer. 12. 10,11. Bur'opb be unto the Pa- 


foFs that deſtroy and ſeatter the Sbeepuf my Paftare,” ſanh the Lord. 
be 


Therefore thus ſaith the Lord againſt the Paſtors that feed yy People, 
ye have [cattered'wy Flock, and dyiyen them” iy,” ahd have wh} 
wiſhed them :—Bebolt Diff wujfer wpdn jou the" ies! df your domps, 
and Þ' will gather Her twinant f my Flock: *-2=- "Ani4 7 ll. ſer up 
Shepherds woer-them"whith fhaPt feed-them, and-rhe) ſhall fear-nd 


more, 


- EE —_ 
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\ more, nar be dfineyed, wether ſhall they be Lacking, [aith the Lord, : i 7 
. | ,Ezek. 34: Ha ts the Shepherds of iſrael that feed themſelves; ſhould IN 
| not the Shepherds feed the Flocks ? Ve eat the fat, and cloath you 
-with the Wool, ye kill them that are fed, but ye feed not the Flocks. 
' The diſeaſed have ye nit ftrengthened, neither have ye bealed that 
which was ſick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, 
neither have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither 
have ye ſought that which was loſt ; but with FORCE and with 
| CRUELTY have ye ruled them. ----- Thus ſaith the Lord, be- 
hold 1 am againſt the Shepherds, and I will require my Flock at 
- their hands, and cauſe them to ceaſe from feeding the Flock, neither © 
ſhall the. Shepherds feed themſelves any more ; for I will deliver my 
- | Fleck from their mouth. ---= Behold I, even I, will both ſearch my 
. | Shetp and ſeek them out, and will deliver them out of all places 
where they have been ſcattered in the Cloudy and dark day, ---- And 
. 45 for you, O my Flocks, behold T judge between Cattel and Cattel, 
-| between the Rams and the Hee-Goats ? Is it a ſmall thing to you, to 
|| have eaten up the good Paſture, but ye muff tread down with your 
. Feet the reſidue of your Paſtures, and to have drunk of the deep wa- 
— "pers, but ye muſt foul the reſidue with your Feet? And as for my 
| Flock, they eat that which you have trodden with your Feet, and 
. They drink that which ye have fouled with your Feet. Therefore thus 
ſaith the: Lord God uno them, behold I, 1 will judge between the fat © 
.. Cattel and the lean? Becauſe ye have thruſt with Side and with 
\ Shoulder , and pnſn'd all the Diſeaſed with your Horns,, till ye 
'| bave ſcattered them abroad, &c. Read the reſt. Particular Churs- b. 
ches may be ſcattered to diflolution, but none of the faithful Mem- FW 
bers ſhall be loſt. OR : - l 
: . 3. And"Chriſt bath his return? time, to the Souls of his Ser- | i 
| vants which ſeem to be forſaken by him : Weeping way endure for 
. | a Night, but Foy cometh m the Morning, Plat. 30. 5. When he 
*:—. ". ſeemeth their Enemy, and writeth bitter things againſt them, he 
is their ſureſt_ friend, and will juſtify chem himſelt from their ac- . 
cuſers.- Though they-may be troubled heri they remember God, 
and their Spirit be overwhelmed in them, and their Souls refuſe to 
be. comforted,” and ſay, will the Lord caſt off for ever? and will he 
be favourable no more? #s his Mercy clezn gone for ever? 41th bis pr.- 
miſe fail for evermore? hath God forgotten to be gracious? hath he in 
' anger ſhut up his tender mercics? yet muſt we rebuke this unbelief, 
' © and ſay, This is my infirmity, I will remember the work? of the y | 
ED | _ FE. 2 Lord, : 
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Lord, ſurely I will remember thy wonders of old. I will meditate of 
thy works, and talk of thy doings, Pſal; 77. The bong Neght that 
hath no day, the long Winter that hath no Summer 18 the reward 

of the Ungodly : Bur Light arifeth to the righteous in his darknefs, ' ' 

and foy to them that are wpright in beart, Pla), 112. 4. Light x | | 
ſown for them, and in ſeaſon will ſpring up, Pal. 97. 11. The 

[Rigbteouſneſs which was hid from'the World by falſe accuſations, 
| and from our ſelves by the terrors. and miſtakes of darkneſs, will 

God bring forth as light, and our Fudyment as the noon day, Plal. 

37- 6. Our Eclipſe will vaniſh when the Sun returneth, a:d our 

{ins -no longer interpoſe, And —_ all our enquiries and 4 - 

. plainings have not brought us out of the dark, yet God is the Lord 

"ho ſhewerh ws light, Plal. 118. 27. And in bis light we ſhall ſee $ 

light, Pfal. 36. 9. Say then,O diſtruſtful trembling Chriſtian, Why = 

art thou caft down O my Soul, and why art thou thus diſquieted with- 

in me? . Hope thou im God, for I ſhall | yet praiſe him, who is the 

health of my Countenance and my God, Plal. 4.2, 5. 11. and 43.5. 

Though now you go mourning becauſe of the oppreſſion of the Enemy, 

\. God will ſend out bis light and truth, and they ſhall /cad you, and 
PF Pial43-2,3,4- bring you to his holy Hill and Tabernacle, And then you ſhallgowth | © 


praiſe to the Altar of God, even of God|your exceeding joy. | 
Uſe 2. Learn then how to behave your ſelves in the abſence; of 
your Lord, till his return : If you ask me, How?, Anf. 1. Be nor 
contented and pleaſed with his abſence, You muſt bear it, but not 
defire it. Elſe you are either Enemies, or Children that have run 
themſelves into ſuch gyil: and fears, that they take their Father 
for their Enemy. 2. Nay be not too indifferent and . mſenſible-of 
your Lords departure, Love is not regardleſs of the company of 
our Beloved. He may well take ir il}, when you. can let him'go, 
and be as merry without him, as if his abſence were no:lofs to you. 
If-you' care no more for him, he will zyake you care; before you _ 
ſhall feel the comforts of his preſence.- Such contempt is the way 9Þ— 
ro a worſe forſaking : Call v6 bim till he return, if he hide his 
face. 3. Turn not afide to the creature for content, and ſcek not 
to make up the loſs of his preſence, with any of the deceirful com- 
' forts of the World. Let him not ſee you take another in his ſtead, 
as if Riches, or Power, or Worldly friends, or fleſhly.pleaſure, would 
ſerve your turn inſtead of- Chriſt: If once you come to this, he 
may juſtly leave you. to your vain contents, and let them ſerve 
your turn. as long as-they can; and ſee how well they. will ſupply 
| =_ 
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his room... - O ſee that no Idol be admitted-into his place till Ghrifs 
_ | return. 4, Be not embo/dened by his abſence to'/#:: Say nor as the 


evil Servant in your Hearts, My Lord delayerh his coming, and fo 


begin to ſmite' your fellow Servants, and to eat and drink with the 
drunken, leſt your Lord come in a day when your look not for him, 
and cut you aſunder, and appdint your Portion with the 'Hypocrites, 
there ſball be weeping and gnaſhing off Teeth,' Math: 2.4. 4.8; to 5 1. 
Becauſe Chrift cometh not to. judge the wicked as ſoon as they 
have ſinned, they are emboldened to fin more fearleſly : And be- 
. | cauſe Sentence againſt an evil work, 1s not [peedily executed, there- 
fore the hearts of the Sons of Mcn, are fully ſet in them to do- evil, 
Eccl. 8. 11. But behold the Fudge 1s at the door, Jam. 5.9. He that 
_ cometh will nor tarry. And tor all 'thefe:things you muſt come 
to Judgment, Eccl. 11.9, and'2 2: 14. ' 5. Be not diſcouraged by 
your Lords delay, but wait his coming -in faith and patience. Can” 
you not wait for him ſo ſhort a time ! O haw quickly will it'be ac- 
compliſhed ! {ink not into deſpondency of mind! be-not diſmayed 
in the-duties or ſufferings to which you are called. Tt up the hands 
: That bang down, and the feeble knees, and -make ſtraig +: paths for 
your feet, leſt that which ts lame be turned out of the way, - but let it 
rather be healed, Heb. 12. 12,13, Be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, al- 
* wa)s. abounding: in the work of the Lord , faraſmuch as ye know 
that- your labour is not in vain-in the Lord, 1-Cor. 15.58. Be ſober 
and hope unto the'end, 1 Pet. 1. 13, Ye are the Houſe of Chriſt, if 
ye bold faſt the confidence,” and the rejoycing of the hope firm unto'the 
end, Heb. 3. 6. 14. and 6. 11. -Ye have need of patience, that 
having done the Will of God, ye may inherit the promiſe, Heb. 10. 
6. 11. | | 
; Do&t. 5. When Chriſt ſhall again appear to his Diſciples, their ſor- 
rows ſhall be turned into joy : When Chriſt returneth, foy returneth, 
' faich David, Pſal. 30. 7. Thou hideſt thy face, and I was troubled. 
But wv. 11#12. Thou haſt turned for 1: my mourning. mto dancing : 
Thou haſt put off my Sackcloth, and girded mc with gladneſs, to the 
end that my glory may ſing praiſe to thee, and not be ſilent : O.Lord 
my God I will give thanks unte thee for ever. When the Sun ari- 
ſeth it is day, and its approach difpelleth the Winter Frofts, -and 
reviyeth the almoſt dying Creatures, and calleth up the Life which 
was hidden in the ſeed, or retired unto the root ,, after a ſharp 
and ſpending Winter, how quickly doth the.Suns return recover 
the. verdour and beauty of the Earth, and cloth .it m green, and 
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- © ſpangle'it with the oradments: of ddoriferous Flowers, and.enrich 
it with {weer-and plenteeus fruirs ; The: Birds thatwere either hid 
"or ſilent, appear and. ſing, and the face of all rhings is changed 
into joy. So is it with. the poor: deſerted Soul, upon the return 
of-Chriſt 3 unbelieving- doubts and fears then vaniſh :  'The Gar- 
ments of fadneſs.are-laid. fide, and thoſe of gladneſs are put on:: 
The. language of diſtruſt.and deſpairing lamentations are firſt turn- 
ed into words of hope,--and then into words of peace, and then 
into joyful rhankfulneſs and praiſe, The Soul that was skilled in 
no ſpiritual diſcourſe, but complaining of a dead and frozen hearr, 
of dull and cold and lifeleſs duties,is new taken up in the reheatfals 
of the works of infinite love, and ſearching into the myſteries of 
redemption,  and- reciting. the great and preciaus promiſes, and 
magnifying the name and grace of its Redeemer, ind expatiating 
' In the praiſes of the everlaſting Kingdom, the heavenly glory, the 
bleſſed Society, and eſpecially of the-Lamb,. and of the eterns] 
-God.:. You would not think that this 1s the fame Perſon, that 
lately could ſcarce -think well of God, or that dwelt in tears' and © 
_ duſt, and Carkneſs,' and could think of nothing. bueSin and Hell, G 
and from- every text and every Providence, concluded nothing, '> © -* 
bur [ undone ] or damned : Would you think this joyful,thankful 
Soul, were the ſame that lately was crying on the Croſs, A4y God, 
my God, why haſt thou forſaken me.! that could find nothing writ- 
ren on the tables of. his heart, but forſaken, miſerable and undone "Ro 
-thar daily cried out, Is is 200 late, there is no hope, I bad a day of + 
grace, but it is paſt and gone. When Chrift returneth, and cauſeth 
his face to ſhine upon them, all this is turned. into [' Praiſe and 
honour and glory unto the Lamb, and to the cilmi hty and moſt Holy 
God, that lroerh for ever, and is the everlaſting Foy and Portion of 
bis Saints, ]\ And ſooner or later, thus will it be with all the uy. 
right, that wait on Cod in the day of trial, and deal not falſly in 
his Covenant : 'The Son who was brought up with the Father, and — 
was daily his delight, rejoycing always | before him, Tejoycing alſo in 
; be habitable Parts of the Earth,whoſe delights were with the Sons of 
Men,doth bleſs the Children of Wiſdom with a participation of his 
delights.: For bleſſed ate they that keep bis ways. =-= Bleſſed: is the 
Man that heareth him, watching daily at his Gates, waiting at the 
Poſts of his Doors: For: he that findeth him findeth life, and ſhall . 
obtain favour of. the Lord,. Prov, 8.30; tothe 36, Though Chriſt 
had left: his Diſctples:{o.lately under; fears'and trouble, guilty of 
27 TL | | EE deſerting 
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| deſerting him, and ſeemingly now deſerted by hit; yet Curly on - 


the third day, he ariſeth for their "conſolation, and preſently ſend- 
 eth them theſe joyful wards, -ini"the. firſt Tpeech: he uttereth,! and 
that by a Woman that had been forrowful-and a' finner,'f” Gs to 
- my Brethren, and ſay unto them, .T aſcend to my. Father any your Fa- 
ther, and to my God and your God | Joh. 20. 17. Thoſe that his 
. Miniſters have long been comforting in vain, when Chriſt return 
.eth he will revive and comfort them in a moment, and with a 
| word... The Soul that now Crieth*Þ! O ir'#s impoſſible, . #t will ne- 
wer be ] doth little know how eafie'it is with Chriſt.” Ir 3s/but fay- 
ing, Lazar ariſe : Or, Let there be\Light, and there will be Life 
and Light immediately at his command. 
2. And ſo when he reſtoreth his Ordmances and Order to-a for- 
\ faken Church, and reſtorerh their- holy opportunities and' adyan- 
rages 'of grace, what 'gladneſs:and- prailing their: Redeemer 'w1ll 
there be? As it was with the Churches upon the death of Filian, 
| and after the Heathen and the Arrian perſecutions; in the happy 
_ Reign of Conſtantine, Theodofius, Marcian, &tc. How joyfully did 
' the Enghyſh'Exiles return 'to Worſhip God' in' their Native Land, 
upon the death. of Queen Mary; 'and ſee the fall of Bimmer and 


| Gardiner ,- 'thit had ſacrificed fo many holy Chriſtians in” the- 
Flames ? How gladly did they grow in the Soil char was manured_. 


| with the Blood and: Aſhes of their faithful Brethren; and reap the 
fruit of *their fortitude and- ſufferings ? W hen-\Chriſt whipr: the 


"Buyers and -Stllers our of theTemple;and would not let then make- 


the Houſe of Prayer: a place. of Merchandize, what Hoſunnyd's wire 


Toundel 'in Feruſalem, Math. 2 1.15, 16. Whestht''Salvativn'lf 


Uracl comer) out of Zion, and'rhe Lord bringeth back thecaptroity 


of his yu” Jacob ſhall rejoyce, and Wrael ſhall be ylad, Plal.1 4,7: 


| -Blefſed are they that dwell in his houſe; for they will b4 (till prajfing 
Fg a day in his C ourt}67 betta Daw a rhonſ avid Bfal.4.4 *. 


"Bleſſed #3 1h People that knows 0 fone ; they (ball walk;0- 


Lord, the Light of thy tomnenancey; # thy Hame ſhatl they-vejuyce 
*ll the "Yay," and ih thy righteouſneſs ſhall they be exatred 7! For the 
Lord 5s our defence, and the holy One of Irael is our King,” Plal.89. 
'x5.16,.17, 18. What gladneſs was there at a private meeting 


of:a few Cbriſtians'that wietito pray-for Peter, when they aw him- 


delivered ant} tome among"them, HOLM, 12, 5."1 4: When the 


Churches had Ref, they were edifhid ini Walked inthe" fear of the | 


Lord, and in the comfoit of the” Holy Ghoſt, Ati g 23 v.01 


3. ' But: 
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3.-But the-great joy will be when Chriſt retarneth in his Glory 
at the laft day ! what a multitude of forrows wil there be ended? 
And what «multitude. of Souls will then be comforted ? Whar a 
* qmulrituic of defires-and prayers, and expe&ations will then be'an- 
fivered! How many thouſand that have ſowed in tears, ſhall then 
reap in everlaſting j1y! When the Creature ſhall be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty of rhe Sons of 
God, Rom, 8. 26,27.” When all the faith and labour, and patt- 
ence of all the Saints trom tht beginning. of the World, ſha'l be 
rewarded with the Riyers of celeſtial pleafure, and the juft ſhall 
enter into their. Maſters joy, 'Mar. 25. 21. 

That you may the better underſtand the ſweetneſs of all theſe 
ſorts of joy, which Chriſts return will bring to Saints, obſerve 
theſe following ingredients in them. | \8 + \ 

2, It is.Chrzft himſelf rhat u the objec} of their joy: He that s © 
the dearly beloved of their Souls ; that for their fakes was made a 
-man of forrows. It is he who 1s their hope and help : with whom 
they are in covenant as their only Saviour. In whom. they have 
truſted, with whom they have deponed their Souls! If he ſhould 
fail them, all would fail them ; and: they were of all Men -moſt 
miſerable: They would be comfortleſs| it he ſhowild not come un- 
to them, .and were nor their comfort. [The World canner help and - 
comfort them, for it isempty, vain, a tranſient ſhadow : It will 
ot, for it is walignant, and our profefled enemy. For we know 
that we are of God, and the whole World « in maligno poſitus, ſer 
on wickedneſs, { or-as ſome think becauſe 5 mwyegg is put for the De- 
vil an the foregoing Verſe, and the Article here alſo.uſed ) is as it 
were planted into the Devil, or pat under the Devil to War againſt 
Chriſt and the holy Seed : And indeed Satan ſeemeth in this War 
- againſt the Church, to have ſomewhat like ſucceſs as he had a- 
gainſt; Chriſt himſelf.: | As Chriſt muſti/be- a Man of forrows and 
ſcorn, and be crucified as a:Blaſphemer, and a Traitour,. before he 
rejoice; the heafrs of. his| Diſciples by his reſurrection, ſo'the Church * 
was, a perſecuted, ſcorned handful of Men, for the firſt three huz-. 
-dred'years, and then it roſe by Chriſtian. Emperours to: ſome repu- 
zation, till Satan by another, game overcame them by ;Fudgs this 
Succeflours.; that for [ what. will. you give,--me. ] by Pride and 
Worldiineſs. betrayed them-jnto that. deplorate ſtate, 'in which 
they have-continued theſe 990. Years at- leaſt : So that the Chri- 
tian name is confined to a fixth part of the World ;' and ſerious 
IF wi t, | i ' ſandtified 
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- fanCtified” Believers are perſecuted -more by. the Hypocrites that 


wear the Livery of Chriſt, than by Heathens and Infidels them- 


* ſelves... And when the Church is ſo low , almoſt like Chrift 
. on the Croſs .and the Grave, will not a ReſurreCtion be a joyful 
change? When it crieth out on the Croſs, My God, My God, 


why haſt thou forſaken me ? Will not Chriſt appearing for its deli- 


| verance be a welcome ſight? 


It was: when Adam had brought a Curſe on himſelf and his 
Pofterity, and all the Earth, that Redemption by. the holy Seed 
was promiſed ; and when Satan had conquered Man, that Chriſt 


was pronuſed to conquer-him, It was when the World was de- 


ſtroyed by the deluge that its reparation was promiſed to Noah: 
It was when Abraham was a Sojourner in a ſtrange Land, that 


; the peculiar. promiſes were made to him and his Seed, It was 
' when the Iſraelites were enſlaved to extremity, that they were de- 


Tivered. : And it was when the Scepter was departing from Fu- 
dah, and they and'the World were gone from God, that Chrift 
the Light of the World was ſent, And when the Son of Man 


cometh, ſhall he find faith. on the Earth ? When we ſee how vaſt 
| the Heathen and Infidel Kingdoms are, and what a poor deſpiſed 


People thoſe are that - ſer their chief hopes on Heaven, and how 


. Satan ſeemeth every where to prevail againſt them, and moſt by 
' falſe and Worldly Chriſtians, what a trial is this to our Faith and 


Hope ?.. As the Diſciples ſaid of a Crucified Chrift, We truſted it 


. bad been he that ſhould bave Redeemed Iſrael ; we are almoſt rea- 
; dy in the hour of temptation to ſay, .We truſted that Gods Name 


ould have been Haliowed , and his Kingdom come, and his 


' Will. be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven ?. And O how ſeafon- 
| able, and how joyful will the Churches RefurreCtion be after ſuch - 


low and fad diftrels? Many a fad Chriſtian under the Sentence of 
Death, 1s going hence with fear and trouble : When a Moment 


ſhall tranſmir them into the joyful preſence of their Lord, and 
the poſſeſſion of that which with weakneſs and fear they did but 


believe. 

- - 2. And Cariſt will not 'come or be alone: With him will come 
'the New Feruſalem: He will put glory on each Member, but 
much mnre on the whole. O how many of our old Companions 
are now there ? Not under temptation,. or any of the tempters 
power ? Not under the darkneſs of ignorance, error, or unbeliet 


Not under -the pains of a languid, diſeaſed, corryptible- Body? | 


'Nort 
Od | 
| 
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Not under the fear of Sin, or Satan, or wicked Men : Not under - 
* the terror of Death or- Hell, of an accuſing Conſcience, or the 

wrath of God : © with what joy thall we ſce and enjoy that glo- 
rious Society? To be tranflated thither from ſuch a World (as 
this, from ſuch temptations, fins, ſuch |fears and forrows, fach 
perfidious malignant wickedneſs, what will at be bur to be taken 
as from a Goal*unto a Kingdom, and fram the Suburbs of Hel), 
unto the Communion of Bleſled Saints and Angels, and imo the 
Joy of our Lord. oe | 4 


. Do&t. 6. Your Foy ſhall no Man take from you : The Joy that 
cometh at Chriſts return will be a ſecure everlaſting joy. Impregna-' 
ble as Heaven it elf : Chriit and his :Church will be Cruc;fed no. 
more : .Nor any more deſpiſed, ſcorned, perſecuted, or falfly ar- 
cuſed and condemned : [Look not then for:Chriſt or his Church in 
_the Grave ; he « not bere, he is riſen : Who can we fear will de- 
prive us of that joy ? | | | | 

1. Not our ſelwes : And then we need to fear no other :+ Our 

folly and fin is our Enenues ſtrength : [They -can do nothing a- 
gainſt us, without our ſelves. 'The Arrows that wound us are all 
Caakred from our own Wings. But our erying time will then be- 
paſt, and confirmation wyl be the 4eward of Conqueſt. He that 
hath kept us in the day of :our trial, will keep' us in our ſtate of 
reſt and triumph. How 'the { now |) fallen Angels came to. 
loſe their firſt innocency and wellfare , * unknown to us : 
But we have a promiſe of being for ever with Chriſt, 

2, Nor ſhall Devils deprive us of that joy: Neither by thoſe 
_ malicious temptations wherewith they now moleſt and haunt us : 
.Nor by the unhappy advantages which we have given them by 
our {m, to corrupt our umaginations and thoughts , and affe- 

Qtions, or to diſturb our paſſions, or pervert our underſtandings, 
Nor by any terror-or violence to moleſt us, | | 

3- Nor ſhall any Men take from ws that joy: The bleſſed 
will increaſe it : Their Joy will be ours; and the wicked 
will be utterly diſabled : They will. be miſerable themſelves 
in Hell. They will no - more endanger us by flattering tem- - 
prations; nor terrify "us by threats; | nor tread -us down by 

their power; -nor hurt us in their malice; -nor render us 0- 
dious by falſe accuſations; nor triumph over us with pride 


.and falſe reproach. They that. faid of the Church as of 
; | | Chriſt, 
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* _ Chriſt, He trufied in God, bt bim deliver timnow if he wilf bave 
| . hin f* be ſaid, T am the Son of God ; they ſhall ſee that God 
hath delivered his Church, and he' will have it. | : 
EN Uſe, And will not a firm belief of all this, rejoyce the Soul | >" ©þ 
i ' under all diſappointments and ſuftermgs on Earth ? And doth not | 
[ our dejeftednefs and want of Joy declare the ſinful weakneſs of - - ER 
- our fairh? O Sirs, our ſadneſs, our impatience, our ſmall deſire 17 
| ro be with Chrift, the lictſe comfort that we fetch from Heaven | 
k 192 do tell us that Chriſtianity, and a life of Faith, is a harder work 
. © , than moſt imagine: And the Art and Form , and Words of Ho- © 
fineſs are much more common than a holy Heavenly mind and | 
life. Chriſt ſpeaketh many words of pity, to his Servants under | 
' ſorrows and finking grief, which ſome miſtake for words of a : 
probation or command. Why are ye afraid, O ye of Iittle faith, 
were words both of compaſſion and reproof. - I am ſure the great 
unbelief- that appeareth m much of our dejetednefs and ſorrow, 
deſerveth more reproof- than our ſufferings deſerye- to be entertain- 
_ ed with thoſe ſorrows. 
Uſe 2. I will therefore take my farewel of you, . in adviſing, 
.- and charging you 8s from God, 'that you be not deceived by a 
flattering "World, nor dejeQted by a frowning World, but © 5s 


Mat. 27. 4 


your hopes on thoſe Joys which no Man can take from you. - IF | 
you cannot truſt the Love of God, and the Grace and Promiſes [ 
of our Saviour, and the witneſs of the Holy Spirit, you muſt de- 
ſpair ; for there is no other truſt. -. -.: 
So many of you ſeem to have choſen this good part, the one 


thing neceſſary which ſhall never be taken from you, that in LS 
the midſt ,of our ſorrows, I muſt profeſs that T part with you f 
with thankfulneſs and joy. And TI will tell you for what I am fo | :; 


thankful, that you may know what I would have you be for the 

time to come. | 

* - . I thank the Lord that choſe for me ſo comfortable a ſation, 

| even a People whom he purpoſed. to bleſs. | | 

I 1. I thank the Lord that | have not laboured among you in 

vain, and that he opened the Hearts of ſo great a number 

of yours, to receive his Word with a teachable and willing 
mind, 1 

11. I thank the Lord that he hath made ſo many of you as 

helpful to your ,Neighbours in your place, as I have been in 

mine; and that you. have not been uncharitable to the _ 

F » © 
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IV. I rejoyce that' God hath kept you humble, that -you 
| have not been addifted ro proud oftentation of -your Gifts or 
Wiſdbm,, nor inclined to invade any part of the Sacred Office, 
but to ſerve God in the capacity where he hath placed you. 
 V. I rejoyce that God hath made you Unanimous, and kept 
out ScAts'and Hereſies, and Schiſms, ſo that you have ſerved him 
as with one Mind and Mouth : And that you have not been ad- 
dicted to proud wranglings, diſputings,/and contentions, but have 


lived in Unity, Love and Peace, and the.practice of known and 


neceſlary truths, | 

V I. I rejoyce that your frequent meetings. in your Houſes , 
fpent only in Reading,Repeating your Teachers Sermons, Prayer 
- and Praiſe to God, have had none of thoſe eftets which the Con- 
venticles of proud Opiniators, and Selk-conceited Perſons uſe to 
| have, and which have brought even needful converſe, and godly 
communication into ſuſpicion at leaſt with ſome, that argue againſt 
duty from the abuſe. | | | Ss. 

Yea, I rejoyce that hereby ſo: much | good bath been done by 


you. 'You have had above Forty years experience of. the great 
benefit of ſuch well ordered Chriftian converſe, increaling know- 


ledge, quickening holy defires, prevailing with God, for marvel- 
lous,if not miraculous anſwers of your carneſt prayers, keeping out 
nnd Set, ob Loli, - + 
VIT. Iam glad that you have had the great engghyragement of 
ſo many ſober; godly, able, peaccable Miniſters, 41M that part of 
the Country round about you, and moſtly through, that and- the 
Neighbour Countries: Men that avoided vain-and bitter conten- 


rions, that.engaged themfclves .in no Sefts or Factions, - that of a 


multitude not above two that I know of, in all-our Afociation 
had ever any hand in Wars.: But their principles. and practices 
were reconciling and pacificatory : 'They conſented to Catechize 
a!l their Pariſhioners, Houſe by Houſe, and to live in the peace- 
able practice of ſo much Church Diſcipline , as good Chriſtie 
zins of ſeveral parties were all agreed in, And you have lived to 
ſee what that Diſcipline was, and what were the effeQs of ſuch a- 
greement. | Br ho: 

_ VIHTL.T am glad that you were kept from taking the Soleron 
League and Covenant, and the Engagement, ard all conſent ro 
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of others, but have with .great ſucceſs endeavoured the good of | 
- all: | 
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| the.change of the conſtituted Government. of this:Ringdom, EF 
' took the Covenant my ſelf, of which J repent, ha Ple tell | yow | 
why: I never gave it but to qne Man:( that'I remember ) and =} 


\ 


| "he profeſſed himſelf to be a Papiſt Phyfician newly turned Pro- F: 
| teſtant, and he came to me to give it him ; 1 was perſwaded that : 
 - | he took it 1n falſe diſſimulation, and it troubled me to think P (: 


: - what it was to draw multitudes of men by carnal intereſt fo falſe- 
| | , ly to take it: And [I kept it and the engagement from being. 
taken'in your Town and Country. At firſt it was-not impoſed 
but taken by Volunteers : But after that it was made a teſt of ſich: A 
- ag Were to, be truſted or accepted, Beſides the illegality, there < 
are two things thar cauſe me to be againſt it. 7 - : 
- - .T, That Men ſhould make a meer dividing engine, :and pre- i K 
tend it a means,of Unity: We all knew at that time; when ir- - 8 
was impoſed, 'that a rn part, if not the -greateſt, of Church' 
and Kingdom were of another mind : And that as Learned and 
. Worthy Men were for Prelacy, as moſt the World had (ſuch 
as' Uſþer, Morton, Hall, Davenant, - Brownrig, &c.) And to make 
| our terms of Union-to be ſuch as ſhould exclude ſo many-and 
"_,- ſuch Men, was but to. imitate thoſe Church Dividers and Perſe- 
| cutors, who in many Countries and Ages, have ſtill made their 
own Impoſitions the engines of diviſion, by pretence of Union. 
And it ſeemeth to accuſe Chrift, as if he had not "ſufficiently | 
made us. terms of Concord, but we muſt: deviſe our own Forms 4 


= 


as neceſſary thereto.” 


2. And /it was. an; impoting on the, Providence of God, to tye- 
our ſelves by Vaws' to that as unchangeable which *we knew: | 
not but God might after change, as if we had been the Ma- | 
ſters of -his ' Providence. No Man then knew but that God: 
might. ſo alter many circumſtances, as might make ſome things 
ſins that were then taken for duty, .an4 ſome things to be duty 
*which then paſt for ſin Agd when ſuch changes come', we. 

that ſhould have been content- with Gods Obligations, do find 
- our ſelves enſnared in our own raſh Vows, PE 

And I wiſh that it teach no.other Men the way of dividing: 
Impoſitions either to cut the Knot, or to.be even with the Coyg- 
nanters. LINE | 3 

| 1X. I greatly rejoyce that Family Religion is ſo conſcionably- ; 
kept up among yau , that your Children , and Apprentices, . 
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ſeem to. prothiſe .us a hopefut continuation of piety among 
F X, And I thank God that fo great a number of Perfons Emi- 


nent for holineſs, temperance, humility and charity, are lately 
gor ta, Heaven already, fince I firſt came among you, and bei 
eſcaped from the temptations and troubles of this preſent evi 
World, have left you the remembrance of their moſt imitable 
Examples. | 


- 


And having all this comfort in you as to whar i paſt , I | 


ſhall once more leave you ſome of my Counſels and Requeſts, 
for the time to come , which I carneſtly intreat you nor to 
neglect. T. ; | | 

. I. Spend moſt of your ſtudies in| cenfirming your belief of 
the Truth of the Goſpel, the Immortality of the Soul, and the 
Life to come, and in exercifing that belief, and laying up your 
treaſure in Heaven; and ſee that you| content not your ſelves in 
talking of Heaven, and ſpeaking for it ; but that your 

your Hearts, and your Converſation be there ; and that you Live 
for it, as worldlings do for the Fleſh. 


II. Flatter not your ſelves with the hopes of lang Life on, 


Earth, bur make ir the ſumm of all your Religion, Care and Bu- 
. Lineſs, to be ready for a ſafe and comfortable Death : For *cill you 
can fetch comfort from the Life to come, you can have no comfort 
that true reaſon can juſtify, Les jo 5 1 | 
THI. Live 8s in a conſtant. War againſt all fleſhly luſts, and 
love not the World as it cheriſheth thoſe luſts : Take heed of 
the love of Mony,, as the root of manifold evils: Think of 


% 


a> Dl 4 


Riches with more Fear than Deſire: Seeing Chriſt hath told 


us, how hard and dangerous it maketh our way to Heaven. 
When once a Man falls deeply in love with Riches, he is-never 
ro OG, but . becomes falſe to| God, to all others, and to 
himſelf, * | | | | 

I V. Be furniſhed before hand with expeQation and patience, 
for -all evils that may befal you: And make nor too great a 
matter of ſufferings, eſpecially Poverty , or wrong from Men. 
It -is fin and folly itn poor Men, that they over-yalue Riches, 
and be not thankful for their peculiar Bleflings, |I am in hopes 
that God will give you more quietneſs than many others, be- 
cauſe there are none of you rich ; Its a great means of ſafety ro 


have 
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have nothing chat tempteth another Mans. - NC | 
vieth you for : Deſpiſed Men Mm lars x ar «x08 
empty Purſe can {ing among the Robbers. He that lieth on =_ 
ground feareth nat talling. When Fudes (and f when England 
by Sexons, Dancs, &C. ) was Conquered, . the poor were let alone 
to poles and Till the Land, and had more.than before : It was 
tge-Great and Rich that, were deſtroyed, or carried, or driven a- 
"_ Is it not a =_ benefit Aegan your Souls ſaved from rich 
Mens temptations, and your Bodies.from I ar 
fears; .and -r nag - es are unger "og "POR air md 
pF V. Take heed of -a Self- conceited unhumb d. u a1 
and of haſty and raſh concluſions ; it 13 the F oo Rs, 
3s confident : 'Sober Men are: conſciqus of. ſo much darkneb and 
' Weaknels, that they are ſuſpicious,of their 2pprekenſions ; - Broud 
ſelf conceitedneſs, and.rafh; haſty concluding, cauſeth:moſt ofthe 


miſchiels in the world; which might be prevented, .if 'Men had - 
the humility and 'parience.to ſtay till chings be throughly weighed | 
agd tried. Be nat aſhamed.to profeſs uncertainty where you are - 


ingeed uncertain ;, Humble doubrivg is, much Gfer than confident 
erabg. :: [45 4. . Wo = 


, VI. Maintain Union and,Communion with all true Chriſtians . 
On Earth ; and therefore hold to  Catholick principles of __ 
Chriftzanity, without which you mult needs crumble into Secs. - 


Love Chriſtians as Chriſtians, ,but the beſt mot : Locally ſepa- 


rate from none, : AS, agculing ff .chem. further chan they ſeparate - 
from Chriſt, or deny you-rheir - Communion-unleſ _ will ſin: - 


-The-zeal of a Set as ſuch is partial, \turbuleat hurthul to Diſflen- - 
"ters, and maketh .men as Thorns and Thiſtles: But the zeal of - 
Chriſtianity as ſuch, is pure and peaceable, full of mercy and 
good -frujs, .mellow and ſweet, and - inclineth to the good of all, 
Af Gad:give you a taithful gr a tolerable publick Miniſter, be 
thankful ro God, and love, honour and encourage him ; and let 
not the Imperfe&tions af the Comman-Prayer make you ſeparate 
from his. Communion ; prejudice will. make all Modes of Wor- 
| ſhip diftereot from that which we Preferr, to ſeem ſome hey- 
nous ſinful Crime : But humble Chriſtians are moſt careful a- 
. bout the frame of - their own Hearts, and conſcious of ſo much 
:faultinels in themſelves and all their ſervice of God, thar they 
" are not apt to accule and aggravate the failings of others, eſpe- 
[+ X clally 
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<ially'in*matters, which"God has left to our own determinatis | *.* 

-—T on: Whether we 'ſhall pray'with' a Book or without, in divers 

| thort' Prayers, or” one [long one, whether the People ſhall ling 
Gods praiſe ih Tunes, or fpeak| it in Proſe, &c. 1s-lefr to be * 
determined by the Yeneral rules of Concord, Order, and Edifi- 
cation, + Yet do| not: withdraw from the Communion of Sober, 
Godly i Nonconformiſts ,though|falſly called Schiſmaticks by o- 
thers, '''! - TRE =| | : | 
'"V TE Be fare that you maintain due honour and ſubjeion-to 4 
your Governours : Fear the Lord ani the King, and meddle not | 
with them that "are given to change, 'Prov.'24..21. and that #2 B 
Tepard'of the Oath of God, Eccl. 8. 2. Curſe nor the King, no not 
in thy thought, -and curſe wot the Rich in thy Bed-chamber ; for 'a 
Birg- of the Air” ſball carry the voice, 'and that whith' hath Wings |- 
OMP cell the matter,” Ecel. 10. 20. Obey God with your firſt 
and abſolute obedience, 'and no |nian againſt him, but obey the 
juſt commands. of Magiſtrates, | and. that out of Obedience -to 
God; 'and fuffer patiently when you cannot obey. And if God {- 
ſhould+ ever caſt - you '-unider opprefling and perſecuting Gover- 
nours, in your patience poſſeſs your| Souls; truſt God and keep w 
your innocency, and abhor all thoughts of Rebellion or Revenge: 

He that believeth will not make hafte: Do nothing but what 
God will own, and then commit your ſelves and your way to 
him : Repreſs wrath, and hate unpeaceable Counſels : Our way 

and our | time muſt be only Gods way' and time.” Seli-faving 

men are uſually the deſtroyers bf themſelves and” others : Peter | 
that drew his Sword for Chriſt , denied him the ſame Nighe 

.  _ with Oaths and Curſes. Fools truſt themſelves, and Wiſe Men 

* * _ truſt God: Fools tear the Tree by beating down- the Fruit. 

that's unripe and harſh; and Wiſe men ſtay till it is-ripe and 


_a—_—_— 


—- 
{ 


J ſweet, and will drop into theix hands: Fools rip ere Mo Ks 1: 

| ther for an untimely Birth ; but Wiſe Men ſtay: til Maturity -. th 

— give it them. Fools rake red hot Iron to be Gold, tifl it bar |. © bi 

I 1x | .. their Fingers to the Bone: They ruſh into Seditions and Blood, ÞF - ;, 
= = as if. ir were a matter of jeſt 3 but Wiſe Men ſow the fruit of |. $7 
#1 righteouſneſs ini peace, and as much as in them lieth live peaceably - | 
with all men. | All*men are mortal, |both opprefſours and 'oppre(- * 

ſed : Stay a litle' and mortality wzll change 'the Scene; Gods | Peg 


time is beſt. Martyrdom ſeldome killeth the hundredth part: | 


many 
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"mkiy as: Wais do; And he is no 


believer; that taketh Mar- 


e 
hore intereſſed in his Goſpel, 


= 
. 
BY 
# 


tyrdomn to be his loſs : And Chriſt 


- {Church and [Honour than we. © Queen aries cruelties, and the 


| Biſhope bonefires, made Religion univerſally received the more 


| | ealily when her ſhort Reign was ended. We may learn wit of 


the Fool, that ſeeing great Guns, and Muſquets, ask'd what they 


: were to do; and the anſwerer ſaid, to &il] men, faith he, Do not 


4 N men die bere without” Billing > In our Country they will die of them- 


% 


\ſebves. | 

VIII. Be fare that you keey up Family Religion ; eſpecially 
in the careful Education of youth, Keep them from evil com- 
pany, and from tewptations, and eſpecially of idleneſs, fullneſs 


' and baits of luft, Read the Scripture and good Books, and call 


upon God and ſing his Praiſe : And recreate youth with reading 
the Hiftory of the Church, and the Lives of Holy Men and Mar- 
tyrs ; inſtruct them in Catechiſms and Fundamentals, 


IX. Above all, live in Love to God and Man; and let not 


| AUP wine prevail againſt it. Think of Gods good- 
NEIS 


-as equal to his Greatnefs and Wifdom, and take your ſelves 
as Members of the ſame Body with all true Chriſtians: Bleſſed 
are they that faithfully practiſe thoſe three grand principles which 


” all profeſs, wiz. 1. To love God as God above all, ( and fo to 


obey him.) 2. To love our Neighbours as our ſelves. 3. And 


- "to do as we would be done by. Love is.not envious, malignant, ' 


cenſorious, it flandereth nor, it perſecuteth not, it opprefſerh nor, 
it defraudeth not, it ſtriveth not to gain by anothers loſs : Get 
Men once to love their Neighbours as themſelves, and you may 


eaſily prognoſticafe peace, quietneſs and concord, happineſs to the 
| © Land, and Salvation to the peoples Souls. 


| Finally, Brethren live in love, and the God of love and peace 
ſhall be among you, -The Lord fave you from the evils of which 
L-have here and often warned you : Remember with thankfulneſs 
the many years of abundant mercy which we have enjoyed ( tho 


2 roo much mixt with our fins, and vilified by ſome } 1 Theſ. 5.17, 


+ 12,13. Comfort your ſelves together, and edify one another, even 
'- as alſo ye.do;, and I b:ſeech you Brethren, to know them which la- 


bour among you, and are wer you in the Lord and admoniſh you, and 
#0 efteem them wery highly .in Love for their work ſake, and be at 


Hearrs 


- peace among Jour ſehyes, And the Lord deeply write on all your 
| | G | 


EY” th 


- _— Po 
> ea Sees EF Fo 4 ———_ R 
23 W454 Span {7 
Lo { "= M = 


Aa. —__— - —Y a j 

4; My © oak IS. 

Y 6. a 3 , s 

x FU 26 "GED p . yo L G 


65 X$, es & . 

oy +4 » > = a- 
7s OE! 11 - > = 
v y- 


Rees ado 1 et SIG 
Hearts theſe bleſſed words, 1 fob. 4- 16. Fe bqve kiownand be- 
lieved the Love that God hatiqggo ms. Gad «« Love, and he that dwel- 
leth in Love, -dwelleth in Goa, . and God in him. And remember, 
2 Pet? 3. 11,12,13. Seeing all theſe things ſhall be diſſolved, what 
manner of Perſons ought ye to be in all boly converſation and godli- 
neſs, looking for and haſting to the a the day of God, where» 
in the Heavens being | on fire ſhall be at olved;. and. the Elements 
(ball melt with fervent. heat : Nevertheleſs we. according to bu pro- 
nile, look for new Heavens and a new Earth, wherein dwilleth ' 
righteouſneſs, | b | 
"I need not lengthen my Counſels further to you now, having 
been called by the Will and Providence of God, tp leave behind 
me a multitude of Books, which may. remember you of what ycu 
heard, and acquiaint the world what Dodtrine I have raught you : 
And if Jonger ſtudies ſhall teach me to retract and amend any fail- 
ings, in the writings or practice of my unripe and leſs experienced 
age, as it will be to my ſelf, as pleaſing as| the cure of any Bodily. 
Diſeaſe, I hope it will nor ſeem flrange or ungrateful to you : 
Though we muſt hold faſt the truth which we have received, both 
you and-I are much tobe blamed, if we grow not in knowledge, 
both in Matter , Words and Method}, The Lord grant that alſo 
we may grow in Faith, Obedience, Patience, in Hope, Love and 
deſire to be with Chriſt. es F 

Now the God of Peace that brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jeſus, that great|ſhepherd of the ſheep through rhe Blood of 
the everlaſting Covenant, make you perte& in every good work, 
'ts do his will, working in you that which 1s well pleaſing in his 
ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be Glory for ever and ever, 
Amey, Heb. 13. 20121» | ,_ | þ | | 
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Theſe Books following are late= 

ly Printed for, and Sold by 

B. Simmons, at the Three Golden 
| Cocks, at the Weſt end of Pauls. 


A Full "Treatiſe of Epiſcopacy', for the Primitive ſort 
only. * | c 
Poetical fragments: Heart Imployment with God and it ſelf. 
The Cancordant Diſcord of a broken healed heart, Sorrowing, 
rejoycing, fearing, hoping, dying, living. By Richard Baxter 10 
avo: Price bound 15. _-/ | 
- | Of the Immortality of Mans Soul, and the nature of it, and o- 
ther Spirits, 'T'wo Diſcourſes one in a Letter to an unknowa 
© doubter.; the other in a reply ro. Dr. Henry Moors Animadyerſions 
on a private Letter to him ! which he publiſhed in his Second E- 
dition of Mr, Foſeph Glanwils Saduciſmus Triumphatus; or Hiſto- 
ry ->; pm By ,Richard Baxter in Octavo. Price baund 
Is. 64. Bs P ; 

Richard Baxters Dying Thoughts upon - Phil. 1. 2.3. written 
for his own uſe 1n the latter times of his corporal pains and weak- 
neſs in Oftavo. Price bound 2s. 64. . © 

A iditions to the Poetical fragments of Richard Baxter, written 
for himſelf,and communicated to ſuch as are more for ſerious Verſe 
than ſmooth,in Octavo.' Price ſtitcht 6 4. 

Truth and Peace promoted : Or a Guide to young Chriſtians 
in the way of Salvation, paſt the dagger of errors, and diffical- 
tics of curioſity ; In a familiar Dialogue between a Miniſter of 
Chriſt ,. and a devout private Chriftian. With an Appendix 
concerning the length of a Sabbath days Journey. By Adam 
Martingdale a Minilter of the Goſpel in Cheſhire. Price bound, 6 4. 


